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EVANGELISM IN THE BLACK CHURCH:





This work is being done to seek out ways the local Black (African-American)
church can reach out to the local community. The local community is dying from a lack
of needed nurturing from the local church. The subject was given much thought before
hand for the sole purpose of inspiring clergy and laity to honor the mandate of our Lord to
enter the field of evangelism. A field of ministry I am sure will have an impact on leading
the lost to Christ.
The approach taken will show from a Biblical perspective the authenticity of the
call to the ministry of evangelism. The call was made by Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:19-20) to
his disciples before he ascended to the Father. The theological perspective will further
confirm the need for the local church to seek out the lost and lead them to Christ. The
message of evangelism is to prove that the need for the redemption of humankind was
brought about because of sin and that the solution to the problem is Jesus Christ. The gift
he assures us is eternal life. We did an empirical study of the setting to investigate and
report the relationships of the church and community.
Having completed the analysis of the various norms of evangelism -- biblical,
theological, and empirical -- the time has come to demonstrate the practice of
evangelism -- by the Good Hope Baptist Church.
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The most important entity in the Black (African-American) community for many
years has been and still is the church. It was through the church that most movements
which profited blacks (Negroes) had their beginnings, such as the fight against injustice by
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).
The Black Church, then, is in some sense a 'universal church",
claiming and representing all blacks out of a long tradition that
looks back to the time when there was only the Black Church to
bear witness to "who" or "what" a man was as he stood at the bar of
his community. The Church still accepts a broad-gauge
responsibility for the Black community inside and outside its formal
communion.^
Things have never been easy for blacks but there was a time when much unity could be
seen, or at least more than we see today in the black community. Blacks (coloreds) used to
"live" in community but now they just "talk" community. There was a time when blacks
looked out for one another. When a child was sick or, God forbid, sent to jail the entire
community, whether they were large or small, would come to the grieving family’s rescue.
There was a time when the church truly was a light in the community and was
revered and honored by most folk. However, that period has long been forgotten by most
and was never known by some.
Children once were seen as assets but some see them today as liabilities and
hindrances to the parent’s success. Some even plan not to have children and if they plan
them its only two or three, and that could be a part of our present day
quandary, "black family deterioration." This is very evident in our community today
where most black families are headed by women.
The black church, if the black family is going to be strengthened, once again must
claim it’s rightful place, in my opinion, in the community and that is to be a beacon of
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hope. It is true that our future looks gloomy but blacks have been down before. In fact,
the same people that mistreated us before arc doing it all over again.
What appears to be evident is that we as a people lack positive leadership and role
models. Those persons our children see as role models have a lot to be desired. Most of
them are entertainers or athletes and all they are doing basically is exploiting the minds
and emotions of our people and making money while putting very little back into the
community.
The church seems to have very little influence in the black community and
rightfully so, because the church, particularly the black church, has gone to sleep. Once
upon a time as the old folk would say, the church did not tolerate such deviant behavior as
it so willingly tolerates today. 1 say deviant because the black church did not accept such
sins as unwed mothers and fathers living together before marriage, homosexuality... etc., as
an acceptable way of life. The word of God, which is our guide, condemns all these acts
of behavior as being sinful in the eyes of God. However, these acts are being viewed,
today, as harmless when in fact they arc at the heart of the dysfunction of the black
family.
We are in a war with drugs, crime and other acts of violence that are destroying the
black potential. Therefore, it is my belief that if the black community is to regain its
dignity and credibility the church and family must become once again the lights that will
lead us out of darkness.
Black on black crime is another very dispiriting problem that is dividing the black
community that needs healing. Some could argue that Black Church Renewal (Preston
Washington) is needed and is our only hope.
I am hopeful that this project will lead to some much needed healing in the
community of East Augusta, Georgia, where the Good Hope Baptist Church is currently
located. A few years ago we embarked on a journey to "claim the unclaimed" in the
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community and to evangelize the unchurched. Therefore, it is out of my love and concern
for the Lord’s people and the willingness to help heal those persons that are broken and
rejected that this project was born. I was also moved to do this project out of my own





The idea of evangelism was born in the mind of God in the beginning when God
said, "Let us make man." Because of God’s love for humankind, after making man, God
knowing man would fall into sin, prepared a contingent plan designed to redeem
humankind from sin.
During man’s tenure in the Garden, God was in fellowship with him. Because of
man’s disobedience he fell from the Grace of God and was expelled from the Garden.
Throughout the Old Testament God made every appeal to man through the law and
prophecy but man did not take heed. God in the New Testament made the ultimate
sacrifice, "He gave His only begotten Son..." During His life Jesus was faithful to the will
of His Father. He was the epitome of evangelism. He went around doing good. Jesus,
after His death and before he went back to the Father, gave the great command "ye shall
be my witnesses starting in Jerusalem" (Acts 1:6).
This writer feels it is imperative to continue the work of Christ through
evangelism, telling the good news that Jesus is Lord.
In this project 1 will approach the subject of evangelism in three parts. We will
begin this work with the introduction, purpose, objectives, methodology and definitions.
Part One will view the norms for evangelism: the Biblical Basis for Evangelism; a
Theological Perspective of Evangelism; a Theology of Ministry in Evangelism and The
Message of Evangelism. Part Two, is the empirical study of the setting. And in Part




The purpose for this work is to demonstrate to the reader that the Good Hope
Baptist Church has been developed into an agency of hope for the unreached in East
Augusta, and to fulfill a partial requirement for the Doctorate of Ministry Degree.
Objectives
The objectives of this work are to investigate through research and practice the
normatives, empiricals, and functional perspectives of evangelism; to do a review and
preview of the history of the Good Hope Baptist Church and the East Augusta community;
to affirm the need of personal and group evangelism through the Christian church in order
to reach the unreached in the community; to convince the reader that Christian evangelism
is a mandate from God to seek the lost for the cause of Christ and the salvation of all
believers.
Another objective for this work is to present a model of ministry in evangelism
that works because it will have been tested and the results will speak for themselves.
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Methodology
Our methods are simple. We surveyed the church, Good Hope, and community of
East Augusta, to have the people who are involved in the work help identify the various
needs of both the church and the surrounding community. The next step was to enroll,
train, and inspire an evangelistic team to conduct one of the primary ministries of the
Christian church: soul winning (to be intentional in witnessing). Several workshops were
held. After the workshops we began to put into action what we had learned. The work
began very slowly; however, today wc have three cell-units that witness each week and the
results are simply phenomenal.
Definitions
One of the first priorities of a pastor attempting to lead his church community into
evangelism is to develop a plan of action for ministry. A plan should be developed that
has foundation in the word of God. Therefore, the definition of evangelism should be
based on desired results and resources available for the understanding of the ministry
workers while doing the will of the Lord in the church community.
Some churches attempt to engage in ministry those persons who are not yet
disciples. This notion is unfortunate because one can only lead into ministry those persons
who are willing and available for training.
Proposed Definitions of Evangelism
There are many definitions of evangelism being presented in the world of modern
evangelistic work. This writer will concentrate on a few of them.
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The 1974 Lausanne Definition
In July of 1974, the International Congress on World Evangelization was held in
Lausanne, Switzerland. It was at this gathering, the Lausanne Covenant was drafted and
presented for those evangelistic leaders at the meeting to examine as they looked forward
to a new era in Christian evangelism:
To evangelize is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ
died for our sins and was raised from the dead according to
the scriptures, and that as reigning Lord He now offers the
forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the spirit to all
who repent and believe. Jesus still calls all who would
follow Him to deny themselves, take up their cross, and
identify themselves with His new community. The results
of evangelism include obedience to Christ, incorporation
into His church and responsible service in the world.^
Though this is a substantive definition of evangelism, the length hinders a clear
understanding of the true meaning of the word. It further points to church growth
(membership) and its service to the community as the results of the effort
of evangelism. It also points to the fact that evangelism is the proclaiming of the word of
God in such a way that its message compels men to come to Christ.
The 1977 Church Growth Definition
Donald McGavran and Winfield ARN, Ten Steps for Church Growth, define
evangelism: "To proclaim Jesus Christ as God and Savior, to persuade people to become
His disciples and responsible members of His church."^ This is a more concise and to the
point definition. It places a strong sense of responsibility on the church membership to
persuade others to come to Christ and to join the local church. Both evangelism and
church growth are inseparable, according to this account of what is meant by the word
"evangelism." Yet, in my opinion, a simpler definition is "to lead the lost to one that can
save; that person is Jesus Christ." All of the definitions above can assist in the
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development of a working and concise agreement of what evangelism really is. And that
is to call humankind out of darkness into the marvelous light.
A Functional Definition of Evangelism.
Evangelism is without a doubt the proper presentation of the one called Christ:
being guided bv and under the influence of the Holy Spirit: which empowers us to
persuade others (the losO: bv word and example to receive the Saving Grace of our Lord:
who offers an eternal life with Him, through repentance of sin and in faith: being given to
the submission to Christ’s Lordship who can make one whole: as one grows and saves as a
viable member of a local church.
I cannot comprehend how some can separate discipleship from evangelism,
because a disciple is one who follows the teachings of another (The Christ). This writer is
convinced that only true disciples will go out and call the lost into the family of God. The
local church is the body that should really benefit from Christian evangelism because it
should grow in both spirit and in membership.
A Simple Definition of Evangelism
The act of doing the mission of the church - winning souls to Christ. These definitions
hold true for Good Hope Baptist Church because we believe the true mission of the church
is to win souls to Christ. Therefore, the above definitions further corroborates our beliefs
about Kingdom building and that most of what we do should be centered around making
people whole. This is what we are doing for East Augusta. We will turn our attention to
the study of evangelism from the biblical perspective.
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PART ONE: NORMS FOR EVANGELISM
CHAPTER II
THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR EVANGELISM
We show with integrity our belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God if we ask
ourselves what it means to be Christ’s man or woman in the world today. The answer to
that question defines the quality of our discipleship; and when church members take it
seriously, the church will truly become a servant church.
If there is one image in the Bible that expresses the mission of the church, it is that
of a servant. In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, Israel was exhorted to realize that God
was calling His people to be a servant people, that their role was not to be one of privilege
without responsibility, but that they were called to glorify their Lord. "You are my
servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified" (Isaiah 49:3).^
The people of Israel were anxiously hoping for the (long awaited) appearance of
their Messiah. They thought of him as a political hero, a strong-armed prince who God
would send to establish them as a mighty nation. But in Isaiah (ch. 53), the message was
that the Messiah would come not as a King, but as a suffering servant, with "no form or
comeliness; and when we shall sec Him, there is no beauty that we should desire him"
(Isaiah 53:2b).^
Therefore, when at last the Messiah the Christ did come, He appeared as a
suffering servant. As Paul says, "he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant being
born in the likeness of men" (Phil. 2:7).^ In order that His disciples might grasp the very
significance of this, Jesus humbled himself before them by washing their feet.
"You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For
I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you" (John 13:13-
IS).'^
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Our destiny as Christians is to become, like Paul, servants of Jesus Christ. Our
primary end is to glorify God, and to praise him forever. That does not mean we are to
glory in being children of God, jealously clinging to our select status as members of the
Christian church, and patting ourselves on the back for our good fortune. This is the
danger of that extreme (brand of) evangelical Christianity which makes the church
community an end in itself. To glorify God, we must reveal His true nature and purpose
to all humankind by our words (what we say) and our deeds (what we do). That was the
message that came to the people of Israel through the book of Isaiah. The Lord said, "It is
too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
restore the preserved of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation
may reach to the end of the earth" (Isaiah 49:6).^
The church exists to glorify God and it glorifies God by being His witness, a light
to a dark world. We are reminded by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount to let our lights
shine so the world can see our good works and give God the glory.
As Christians, we glorify God in order that God may be glorified by others. What
we as members of the church do and say affects what others think about Him who is the
head of the church, Jesus Christ. We are not going to win many souls for Christ if our
actions deny the faith we profess with our lips.
In order to be true to herself and faithful to her God-given mission, the church
must be the instrument of God’s glory. We must be sure that God gets all the glory for the
works he allows us to do for Him, because Jesus established a fellowship of which he was
the very core and the source of power. For it was Jesus that commissioned the disciples to
spread the good news throughout all the earth. And Jesus came and said to them, "all
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
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Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always to the close of the age" (Matthew 28:18-20).^
The dynamic force in the church is the spirit of the risen Christ. "You shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witness"
(Acts 1:8).^ Where Christ is, there is a church that is alive and vital. We follow a living
Lord, not a dead martyr.
The church was established by the grace of Christ to be a means of
grace for his followers. It was for the church that he instituted the
sacraments (ordinances in some disciplines), and it is in the church
that we, his people, partake of them.®
It was to the church that He (Jesus) promised the gift of the Holy Spirit. It was the
church which he commanded to be his witness by word and by deed. It was for the
church that he died. The mission of the church, then, is to be the institution divinely
established in which the God and Father of Jesus Christ is made real to people. The
church is to develop and nurture her own members and to teach them to serve one another,
to exhort one another, to bear each other’s burdens, and to be a fellowship in which there
is mutual give-and-take. Therefore, it is in this fellowship that members are able to
exercise spiritual discipline, love others, pray together, study together, to grow as
individuals and to be witnesses to the name of Jesus to a dying world. Ben Johnson best
summarizes it by saying,
the biblical mission manifests itself in the deed of the early
church. Therefore, evangelization can best be defined not
by what the early church said but what they did. They
started in Jerusalem and continued throughout Judea, and
Samaria, into the uttermost parts of the earth.'^
The Good Hope Baptist Church in preparation to do ministry in the East Augusta
area and more specifically reaching the unreached in this area will give this example by
Johnson priority in our development to do evangelism. Let us turn our attention to
evangelism as performed by persons (disciples).
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For Persons: Those Anointed for Evangelism. Empowered and Sent Out
The gospel of Jesus Christ is a personal message. It reveals a God who calls each of
his own by name. He knows the number of strands of hair on each of our heads. But, it
(the gospel) is also a cosmic message. It reveals a God whose purpose includes the whole
world. It is not addressed to the individual per se, but to the individual as a member of
the humanity in Adam, marked by sin and death, who God calls to be integrated into the
new humanity in Christ, marked by righteousness and eternal life.
The lack of appreciation of the broader dimensions of the gospel leads inevitably
to misunderstanding of the mission of the church and that is, it should lead to Christ. The
result is an evangelism that regards the individual as a self-contained unit whose salvation
takes place exclusively in terms of a relationship with God. It is not seen that the
individual does not exist in isolation, and consequently then it is not possible to speak of
salvation with no reference to the world of which he is a part.
To proclaim the gospel is to proclaim the message of a Kingdom that is not of this
world, the politics of which cannot for that reason conform to the politics of the kingdoms
of this world. This is a kingdom whose sovereign respected "the kingdoms of the world.
This is their glory" (Matthew 4:8)'° in order to establish his own kingdom on the basis of
love. It is a kingdom that is made present among men, here and now, in the person of one
who does not come from this world but "from above," from an order beyond the transitory
scene of human existence (John 8:23)."
Occasionally, world (cosmos) denotes humanity with no reference to its position
before God. Much more frequently, though, it denotes humanity in its relation to the
history of Salvation that culminates in Jesus Christ by whom it is judged. The world is
claimed by the gospel. The most categorical affirmation of God’s will to save the world is
made in the person and work of his son Jesus Christ. To this end he was sent by the
Father, not to condemn the world, but "that the world might be saved through him" (John
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3:17).^^
Obviously God’s salvation in Christ Jesus is universal in scope. But the
universality of the gospel must not be confused with the universalism of contemporary
theologians who hold that on the basis of the work of Christ all men and women have
received eternal life, whatever their position before Christ. The benefits obtained by
Christ are inseparable from the gospel and, consequently, we can be received only in and
through the gospel.
To preach the gospel is not merely to proclaim an accomplished fact, but
simultaneously to proclaim the accomplished fact and make a call to faith. The
proclamation of Jesus as "the Savior of the world" is not an affirmation that all men and
women are automatically saved, but rather an invitation to put their confidence in the one
who gave His life for the sins of the world.
Christ does not save us apart from our faith, and faith does
not restore us apart from Christ. He became one with us,
we have to become one with Him. Without the affirmation
of this double process of self-identification and of the
results that follow it, there is no complete exposition of the
gospel.^^
Therefore, the universality of the gospel is derived from the universality of the
evangelizing mission of the church. The gospel’s claim on the world, initiated in Jesus
Christ, is continued through his followers. "As the Father sent him, so he has sent them
into the world" (John 17:18).Repentance and the forgiveness of sin in His name must be
announced to all nations, and it is this demand of the gospel that gives meaning to history
until the end of the present age which should lead us to conclude that the subjects of
evangelism can be none other than those persons who do not know Christ for themselves
and need to be in His likeness.
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be my witness in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth"
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(Acts 1:8).^^ And they that were filled with the Holy Spirit went out into all the world
around Jerusalem.
Let’s just think of it for a moment. Christ appointed and trained twelve men -- no
letter, no college, no civic prestige, no monetary reserves, no state or other institution of
backing -- just followers of Him, to go and compel men and women to come unto him
who was dead but lives; to come unto Him who was crucified, who was stigmatized by his
own nation as the blaspheming Nazarene, and was regarded elsewhere as a disgraced felon.
Yes, it was those twelve seemingly unqualified men who went out to preach a new
religion against all odds, against all the powers to be, and against all the unbending
religious bigotry of old time Jewry. Yet, those same twelve Jesus men and their growing
brotherhood of helpers had not been on the job for more than a few years before there
was a cry: these men have turned the world upside down. How did they do it? By the
empowering of the Holy Spirit. If we are to be successful in our day, we must keep Christ
as the center of all attractions and give His name all of the praise because without him we
can do nothing but fail.
This is how the dramatic adventure of Christianity began, and it should compel us
to ask some heart searching questions. Are we reaching out today with the old initiative?
Are we witnessing today with old irrepressiblcness? Are we experiencing today the old
empowerment? The New Testament ideal is: every Christian should be a soul winner and
every local church an evangelizing center. More than ever in these days Christ must be
the focus. We are not trying merely to make people religious. We are not trying to make
Baptists, Methodists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians or any other denominationalists,
but we are trying to get men and women, boys and girls to come to the risen Lord for
themselves.
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It is not enough to be a herald. Each of us is meant to be a witness. A herald is
the mouth (messenger) of a message. A witness is the mouth of an experience. Therefore,
if Christianity is to grow and to go it can only do so by living testimony. We, the church,
are to be a witness in all the world, a world that Christ still loves and hopes to redeem unto
himself. The study of evangelism from the biblical perspective has verified and confirmed
our teachings at Good Hope that Christ is the center of our work and that kingdom
building is our mission. We will turn our attention now to the church as an evangelizing
community.
For The Church: An Evangelizing Community Commissioned Into the World
As individuals, we define evangelism as the one-on-one contact with persons who
do not share our belief in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. We invite these persons to join in and share a positive relationship and to become
obedient disciples. However, it is the church’s task to reach these new persons for Christ,
invite them into his community and help prepare them to be citizens of the Kingdom of
God.
We cannot give a definitive definition of the Kingdom because of its paradoxical
nature. However, throughout history the Kingdom has been seen as a mixture of good and
evil, and true and false. But, the structure of the Kingdom is one of compassion, hope,
witness, reconciliation and justice as can be seen in the person of Jesus. He always
responded to those persons who were suffering.
Before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come, and after
supper, with the twelve disciples he disrobed, began to wash their feet and tell them of the
things to come. First, he would be betrayed by one of them. Secondly, He gave them a
new commandment and foretold of Peter’s denial. Finally, he told them that a Comforter,
which was the Holy Spirit, would come and teach them all things in His name. The Holy
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Spirit was the universal presence and vivacious action of Pentecost and at the same time
was poured forth on all the world to draw persons to Christ and to the church. The Holy
Spirit functions in the personal unconscious, speaking through personal needs, hungers and
questions. The church provides the symbols that identify the work of the Spirit in a self-
conscious religious form.
We can see the Kingdom of God manifested in Jesus as being actualized in persons,
societies and nations by the Holy Spirit. The church is the nucleus of the Kingdom and
the primary agent that intentionally seeks to make the Kingdom a concrete reality in
history.
Therefore, the mission of the church with respect to the Kingdom is to create a
community of Kingdom people, to bear corporate witness of the Holy Spirit in history and
to resist evil in all its forms. The church does not seek new persons for itself, but for the
larger purpose of God, the Kingdom. The Kingdom requires a healthy church as a
spawning ground for its effective citizens.
"God loved the world so much that he gave his only son to save it" (John 3:16).^^
Jesus reconciled the world to God and it is the church’s task to bear witness to that
reconciliation and to call all persons to participate in it.
The mission of the church includes doing good and witnessing for righteousness,
but also demands that the church resist evil. The church affirms the activity of God in
history and speaks against ail that offends God. When the church takes a definite stand
against evil, the perceived evil is always ambiguous. Although the church must make
concrete proposals, it always does so with risk and must carry out its mission with great
humility.
Richard Armstrong stated in his book. Service Evangelism, in order to carry out
the mission of the Great Commission,
the servant church must be one of reconciliation, where
there is conflict; be an agent of reform where there is
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injustice; be a community of compassion where there is
suffering, need or want; where there is corruption, the
church must be a symbol of God’s judgement on the evils of
society and a witness to his truth and where a person is
separated from persons, group from group, race from race,
nation from nation, the church must be as a demonstration
of God’s love and of our oneness in Jesus Christ.^^
The Holy Spirit gives gifts to the church, which communicates the Kingdom
mission as a responsibility of a call. The Spirit, then, enables and empowers the church to
answer this call. The Kingdom mission of the church operates within the tension of gifts
and faithfulness.
The whole concept of evangelism begins with God and continues only by His
initiative. The initiative, the power to effect it and the aim, all originate with Him and it
is the church’s action that reflects the prior action of God. Evangelism is a primacy task
of the church, but not the "primary task." The primary and urgency of the task springs
from the expression of God’s evangelizing act in Christ: thus its very nature demands an
outreach to others.
Our profession of faith in the one God demands that we evangelize. The mandate
that Jesus gave all believers: "Go ... make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19),^®
leaves us no doubt that we are to bear witness to the One living and loving God.
The church is the bearer of the presence of Christ, the visible tangible,
representative of Him. Therefore, evangelizing must begin with the renewal of this spirit
in the community in the image of Christ. The church invites persons to believe in Christ,
then baptizes these persons and must nurture these new believers to be like Him and
prepare them to participate in His mission to the world.
It is through the process of evangelism that men and women are led to repentance.
Let us not look at repentance in a negative connotation, because it is the turning to God
that frees humankind from the guilt of sin and causes one to live for Jesus and not for
Satan. One can only be a witness after he or she repents of his or her sins.
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Christian witnessing (evangelism) is more than following a group of rules and
regulations because true caring and sharing cannot be legislated. It can only be inspired
through Christ Jesus as one is led by the Holy Spirit. One cannot foster separation from
the world by maintaining a legalistic approach. Let us not forget that one may conform to
regulations such as “Do not smoke" and "Do not drink beer" and still remain in slavery to
the collective egoism that conditions man’s life in the world.
There arc many problems facing Christianity today, but there is one in particular -
- "secular Christianity," (things the world offers), which is an attempt to lead the church
back into worldlincss; that is, doing those things that do not please God, rendering the
church helpless in a sin-sick world. True evangelism goes farther than a mere pat on the
back and telling people that things arc going to gel better when, in fact, they never do. I,
for one, believe that it would be a great pity if by the end of our time together we at Good
Hope have done little more than pat one another on the back and tell one another that we
have the right theology, that the evangelical churches arc on the right track, and that all
we need now is the right strategy and the most efficient methods for the evangelization of
the world.
When the church lets herself be squeezed into the mold of the world, she loses the
capacity to see, and even more to denounce the evils in her own situation. Like the color
blind person who is able to distinguish certain colors but not others, the worldly church
recognizes the personal vices traditionally condemned within her ranks but is unable to see
the evil features of its surrounding culture. In my understanding, for example, this is the
only way one can explain how it is possible for North American Culture Christianity
(white America), to infuse racial and class segregation into its strategy for world
evangelization. These radicals arc saying this is all right; however, I doubt very seriously
if it pleases God who shall judge the quick and the dead.
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There is an internal connection between the life of the church and its prophetic
ministry, between the prophetic ministry of the church and its evangelization. The church
is called here and now, and not in the hereafter, to be what God intends the whole of
society to be. In its prophetic ministry, it lays open the evils that frustrate the purpose of
God in society; in its evangelization it seeks to integrate humankind into that purpose of
God, which is the full realization of what is to take place in the Kingdom to come.
Consequently, wherever the church fails as a prophet it also fails as an evangelist. An
evangelist is one who announces good news. Used in the general sense, anyone who
proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The church is an evangelist sent into a dying world
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.
In the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Kingdom of God has come. The world
need not live in fear and hopelessness. According to Paul, those who trust in Jesus Christ
are saved in hope. This hope becomes extensive to the whole world order which "wait
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God" in order to be "set free from
its bondage to decay and obtain the liberty of the children of God in the final and
definitive day of redemption" (Romans 8:19-23).^^
Thus, the gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus proclaimed in his ministry and
embodied in life has become, through His death and resurrection, the good news of his
saving name. The event of Jesus Christ has become the focal point of the Kingdom of
God and the most celebrated moment in salvation history. It is through the name of Jesus
that men and women are saved. But how shall we understand the new world order that it
announces? It seems to me that in contemporary times we need to highlight the gospel as a
message of life and joy. In the contemporary society of the 1990s we need to emphasize
the fact that the gospel is above all else the glad tidings of the new creation that God is
bringing into being through Jesus Christ. Contrary to the impression given by some old
and modern-day evangelists, the gospel is not a message of hell and brimstone, but rather
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of grace and forgiveness, justification and new birth. It is true that there is no gospel
without judgement, but it is equally true that Jesus Christ suffered God’s judgement of sin
on the cross and overcame the power of death by his being resurrected by his Father.
In times like these, where false dreams and deadly illusions cover up a perplexed,
confused, humiliated, lonely, and saddened population, full of anxieties and broken in
spirit, the church needs to emphasize the joy and gladness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Because the gospel is a message of life and joy, it is to be experienced and shared. When
John the Baptist sent his disciples to inquire of Jesus, whether he was the one to come or if
they should look for someone else, Jesus showed them what was happening in his ministry.
The lame walked, the dumb talked, the sick were healed, and the poor were receiving the
good news that salvation had drawn near, and those who were not scandalized with a
Messiah who took the form of a servant and identified himself with the outcast were
blessed. "Go and tell this to John," Jesus said.
Evangelization in the United States means bearing witness in the power of the
Spirit to the new world that God (Heaven, wherever God is) has promised in Jesus Christ.
Such a witness can only be given from within situations where the signs of that new world
are present, where love and freedom, justice and peace
are being experienced -- even if in small and limited ways. Therefore, we need to know
that God will reward us for our efforts.
C. Rene Podilla says,
"The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a personal message - it reveals a God
who calls each of his own by name. But it is also a cosmic
message - it reveals a God whose purpose includes the whole world.
It is not addressed to the individual per se but the individual as a
member of the humanity in Adam, marked by sin and death, whom
God calls to be integrated into the new humanity in Christ marked^
*90
by righteousness and eternal life."
This is the message that the Good Hope Baptist Church is carrying to the
unchruched in East Augusta and surrounding communities. The gospel message is for
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persons: those annoinled for evangelism, empowered and sent out and for the church as an
evangelizing community commissioned into the world. And while these thoughts of the




A THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE OF EVANGELISM
Theologies of God and Revelation
Karl Barth sees revelation as the word of God, that is, upon God’s proclamation,
the message that proceeds from Himself. Barth says, "God’s revelation in the man Christ
Jesus is compelling exclusive and God’s word in Him is helpful and adequate, because this
man is not a being different from God, but the only son of The Father; that is, God
Himself uniquely living through and of Himself; He is God’s omnipotence, grace and truth
in person and therefore the authentic mediator between God and all other men."^
However, H. Richard Niebuhr presupposes revelation to be our history, "to the history of
selves as to history as it is lived apprehended from within."^ That is to say, revelation is
that which informs our internal and external selves through faith.
Continuing his argument on the doctrine of revelation Barth says, "Jesus Christ in
His sclf-rcvelalion is, therefore, the basic text; if it [Jesus ChrislJ were a principle and not
a name indicating a person, we should describe it as the epistemological principle of the
message."^ These statements underlining Barth’s christocentricity were anticipated in the
doctrine of revelation, which is expounded in terms of Jesus Christ who is both the
objective reality and possibility of revelation.
Barth and Niebuhr hold dialectical positions on the doctrine of revelation and its
meaning. One could argue for an eternity and not exhaust that which is revealed as to the
true meaning of revelation - a never ending dialectic. Whether one agrees with Barth or
Niebuhr, the meaning of revelation can only be learned from God through faith and even
then the argument would continue depending upon one’s insight and belief because the
idea of the Revelation of God has for centuries caused friction between various schools of
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thought. We continue our argument with the presuppositions of H. Richard Niebuhr, who
suggests that,
when we speak of revelation, we mean that something has
happened to us in our history which conditions all our
thinking and through this happening we are enabled to
apprehend what we are, what we are suffering and doing
and what our potentialities are. What is otherwise arbitrary
and dumb fact becomes related, intelligible and eloquent
fact through the revelatory event.
This writer has struggled with the idea that the revelation of God is when God
reveals God-self through His Son Jesus Christ. The dialectic here is that one could find
oneself thinking with Niebuhr or Barth and not be sure of what one believes about the
revelation of God. But whatever sehool of thought we start with, in faith, one might
believe that revelation is God revealing God’s-self to humankind.
Barth’s argument is
God is He who aceording to the Holy Scripture exists, lives,
acts, makes Himself known to us in the work of His free
love, resolved on and consummated in Jesus Christ: He’s
God alone. Let us be elear about what is usually meant by
’God’ outside the Christian faith. When man speaks of God,
of the divine nature, of the divine essence, or of God
simply, then he means the objective of man’s homesickness
and man’s hope for a unity, a basis, a meaning to his
existence, and the meaning of the world; he means thereby
the existence and the nature of a Being who, whether in this
or that connection with the realities other than Himself, is to
be regarded as the Supreme Being that determines and
dominates all that exists.^
This argument suggests that God is the object of all being, and that God is a
supreme Being who determines the destiny of all existing beings and things. Therefore,
God has a universal claim on those ealled by His name.
Much discussion is offered as to how we as ereatures relate to God the Creator.
Again there are no simple answers. Although we are free moral agents with a certain
desire to be independent of the very cause of our being, God the Creator, we are still very
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much dependent on Him. Barth suggests that it is through the Holy Spirit that humankind
is free for God. If there is any truth to this point then we could never be free from God.
It is believed by Barth that, "the knowledge of God occurs in the fulfillment of the
revelation of His word by the Holy Spirit, and therefore, in the reality and with the
necessity of faith and its obedience."*^ Therefore, biblical faith suppresses the possibility
of any faith in man or man’s self-help or any form of sustaining of self.
Barth also sees God as object and subject with emphasis on the point that God is
and can be whatever God wills to be. But humankind is ever dependent on God, even
through faith. Therefore, our knowledge of God is dependent on God’s willingness to
reveal God-self to us. Internal or external in history the point of argument remains the
same, we know God as God reveals God-self to us. Therefore, God is the center of our
faith and the object of our knowledge. Most of us are familiar with repentance and faith.
We have been taught that one can only come to Christ when repentance and faith are the
primary needs for the one coming to Christ, and that confessing is the prerequisite for the
selection process to begin. To repent one must have a change of mind. Repentance may
be viewed from both a divine and human perspective. God is said to be the author of
repentance (Acts 4:33) in that it is through the regeneration process by the Holy Spirit that
man is led to a consciousness of his sinfulness and to a rebellion against it as a principle of
life. In his sinful nature, man (or woman) cannot repent; however, through the
illuminating work of the Holy Spirit he/she is led to see himself/herself as a sinner in
rebellion against God, and as evil in nature.
"Repentance is always conjoined with faith however, and mankind must act, once
illuminated by grace. Where there is true faith, there will always be true repentance; and
conversely, where there is not true repentance there can never be true faith."^ Repentance
is necessary to salvation (Matt. 3:28; 4:17) because in the above scriptures Jesus said it was
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a necessary condition to be met by the one being led to repentance. Paul, in Romans 10:9
says, "if thou shalt confess Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe that God raised Him from the
dead - thou shalt be savcd."^
ERNST KASEMANN’s commentary on Romans suggests,
faith does not work his salvation but it does not need to seek
it either. It docs not even have to discover Christ because
he is always on the scene before us already in the word of
preaching. What is involved is
not that we arc ready for service with our total person and
all our members. It is rather that there is preaching and
confession.^
On the same verse Karl Barth says,
set unobservably over against the place where the church
stands with all its possibilities, we encounter as the
impossible possibility of all possibilities, as the abyss into
which no man can leap and yet into which we do all leap --
these three: the Lord, resurrection, and Faith. Lord denotes
the unconditional imperative; resurrection the utterly
strange; and faith the free initiative of the absolute moment
of the righteousness of God.^*’
These commentaries are suggesting that our salvation does not depend on us but on
a righteous God and His faithfulness. This has been a fruitful study for the Good Hope
Baptist Church as we continue our preparation for ministry in evangelism. This note will
lead us to our discussion on forgiveness of sin, confessing and believing, as we view the
fall, salvation, and regeneration of humankind.
The Fall. Salvation, and Regeneration of Humankind
We are taught in the scriptures that God created humankind in His image as
creatures having body, soul and mind. God created the human race to be governed by the
rules of the Creator. By man’s will the laws of God were broken and the human race fell
from grace. All arc sinners and those that believe in the Son arc saved by divine grace.
Since the fall of man, all of humankind is born in sin and shaped into iniquity and arc now
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under just ruin without an excuse. For all have sinned and come short of God’s glory
(Rom 3:23).
The Bible teaches that human beings are sinners saved by grace, through Jesus
Christ by faith. Because of His virgin birth, dying on the cross, being buried in a tomb,
and being raised by God the Father on the third day, God gave all who believe, the right
to eternal life.
Regeneration is God’s way of regaining, unto Godself, that which was lost after
the fall in the Garden. To be saved, all sinners must be born again, or regenerated. This
state can be achieved only by the power of the Holy Spirit and is done to secure our
voluntary obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ thereby leading us to repentance, faith
and a newness of life (John 3). While studying the fall, salvation and regeneration of
humankind, our evangelistic teams at Good Hope have been strengthened in knowledge
and truth about the plight of humankind making us more aware of the suffering of the
unchruched in East Augusta. Our next study is the message of evangelism.
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CHAPTER IV
THE MESSAGE OF EVANGELISM
The word of God which is the message of the coming of the Christ Child is,
without a doubt, Good News to a dying world. Those persons who are called to be
proclaimers of this Good News occupy a prime place in the work of our Lord, which is
kingdom building. If we are to be Christ’s ambassadors, carrying His word to the lost, it is
critical that we have a basic concept of this Gospel message. This study has been helpful
for the Good Hope Church because we have been able to hear from the message of
evangelism the truth that needs to be spoken as we witness.
In an effort to further solidify the message of Christ we will examine two areas of
concern in the proclamation processing of the message of hope and security.
The Gift: Eternal Life
It is confirmed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it was written by John the Apostle
that Jesus came that we might have life and have it more abundantly (John 10:10). In the
Book of Romans Paul writes that life was given as a gift from God (Romans 6:23), not
merited but given. Therefore, it is the Gift of God that we can inherit by believing in
Him and by obeying His word; that is eternal life. The message of hope is that Jesus is the
light of the world. This is the message the church should be sharing with the world; Jesus
lives and loves us one and all.
The Gospel is proof that Christ desires to dwell in individuals and to give their life
meaning in order that His life and work might be glorified and His name be given due
praise (1 John 2:6). This brief study confirms for the Good Hope Church the fact that
God offers eternal life, with love and compassion, as a gift to those who will believe on
His name. But there is one thing in the way and that is the problem of sin.
24
The Problem is Sin; The Solution is Jesus Christ
By searching the scriptures one can find proof that because of the practice and
prevalence of sin humankind is alienated from the very presence of God (Romans 3:23).
Sin has created enmity between God and humankind. Through one man (Adam) sin and
death entered into the world and through one man (Jesus) forgiveness and life came.
All of humankind is under the penalty, punishment, and power of sin and deserve
to die. But when one asks forgiveness for sins committed and is forgiven by God at that
point there is no punishment nor penalty for those sins. In other words those sins arc
covered by the shed blood of Jesus Christ on Calvary.
In our world today a morale dilemma exists due to the lack of respect for the laws
of God. It could be ignorance but whatever the reason humankind seems to have very
little respect for God’s law and arc presently suffering from the same sickness as Adam
and that is the willful disobedience to God’s law. Because of the rebellion of humankind
the wrath of God is upon humankind and repentance is a must.
This writer feels that it is necessary to look at the condition of humankind today as
being endangered with the possibility of self-destruction unless there is a
return to the laws of God. Seeing this reality one should conclude that there is a way out
of this dilemma and that is through Jesus Christ.
Paul confirms that Jesus Christ is God’s undeniable Gift to humankind (2 Cor.
9:15). God sent his son into a sinful world to fulfill the mandate of the law. The law
required a death for sin and the only qualified sacrifice was His only begotten Son. Jesus’
coming into the world, His living, His dying and His work resolved once and for all
duration the dilemma sin had caused between the Creator and His creatures. His shed
blood was for the remission of sin. The requirement of the law was fulfilled.
The Lord was fully human and fully God. His perfect life and example made
peace between the Creator and creature possible.
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Those persons who willingly share the Good News must make Jesus the main focus
of the proclamation. We arc called to be witnesses and to lead those that arc lost to a
perfect Lord, in whom all salvation exists. When Christ is the center of the message of
evangelism, many will understand God’s plan for salvation and believe that faith and
repentance are necessary for eternal life which we have come to understand at the Good
Hope Baptist Church. The study of the biblical and theological perspectives, and the
message for evangelism has taught us at Good Hope the following: the means by which we
can call humankind out of darkness; through which we can reach out to the oppressed;
through which we can offer some hope to the hopeless. This study has also served to open
our understanding to the forces of oppression whether internal or external and gave
guidance to reach the unrcachcd in East Augusta as we arc led by the Spirit of God. We




AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF SETTING:
A RELATIONSHIP OF CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
Church and Community In Context
1 moved into Ihc East Augusta Community after relocating from Waukegan, IL in
October 1970. The community was recovering from the riots of that same year. Properties
and businesses were damaged. There were many persons at that time completing light jail
sentences for the part they played in the riots.
Prior to that time the East Augusta community was among the finest residential
areas for African-Americans in the city of Augusta. There were African-American
businesses (small shops, grocery stores, gas stations, clubs, churches, schools and small
restaurants) that were doing very well. During the late 60s and early 70s this began to
change, even before the riots.
African-American businesses began closing one by one. The crime rate began to
rise. Some of this new activity was due to the lack of employment throughout the
community, but mainly in the African-American community. People began to point the
finger at each other but could never sit down to reach an agreement as to what could be
done to resolve the problem.
The community continued to suffer during that time and the crime rate reached an
all-time high. Residential homes and businesses, during the late 70s and middle 80s were
being vandalized weekly. Some contributing factors to the increase in crime were the sell
and use of drugs, prostitution to support drug habits, and low self-esteem among young
African-Americans. The same people that were once proud of their community found
themselves living in a state of what seemed to be little or no hope. It was during this
period that the East Augusta Neighborhood Association was organized with the hope of
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taking back their communities from crime lords. They organized a neighborhood wateh
program that is second to none in the Augusta - Richmond County area. Today there are
only a few African-American businesses in East Augusta. A place that once had many
businesses (African-American) now finds itself run down and in need of much healing.
The original location of the Good Hope Baptist Church was 1042 13th Street in
Augusta, Georgia. In this area were many churches. The community as a whole was
dying from what I would call the inner-city deterioration syndrome. This condition was
caused by several factors. First, the community was full of drugs and crime. Secondly,
prostitutes paraded up and down the street on a daily basis trying to get money to afford
their drug habit. Thirdly, the houses had begun to deteriorate but no one cared enough to
do any repairs, therefore causing many productive persons in the community to seek
homes elsewhere. Because of this the population began to drop. This held true throughout
the city because during the year of 1966 there were approximately 71,000 residents in the
city of Augusta. From 1966 to the completion of the last census, which was in 1990,
Augusta’s population has dropped to 44,000 people. The ratio of Blacks and Whites during
this period has increased from 49% Black to 56%. Many of the white citizens, because of
the rapid increase in the Black population sought residence elsewhere leaving the city in an
economic strain, because they took their money with them, which assisted in causing the
economic crisis we find ourselves in today. After reviewing these factors and because we
had to expand or move it made good sense to relocate where people were in need of
spiritual nurturing and there was no church to serve them. This led us to the East Augusta
Community.
The property on which the church is currently located, 710 East Cedar Street, was
occupied by a white-owned store. The riot of May 11, 1970 consumed that business by
fire and nothing was built there until the church was built in 1988.
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The Good Hope Baptist Church had been, for years, operating every week with a
leader that was not available more than twice a month. When I arrived in December 1980
all records and papers of importance were being kept at someone’s home. It took about
eight months to get the administrative and finance offices established.
The mission program was very shallow and needed some direction. I soon learned
that division was throughout the church community and the very fabric of unity had been
severely damaged. There was a business meeting each week, and there was no trust
among the members. However, they were willing to give me a chance and we initiated our
work from there.
The Good Hope Church family took on the challenge of assisting East Augusta in
ridding itself of crime and drugs. The East Augusta Community is 99% Black (African-
American) covering approximately a four square mile area. The church sits on a four-acre
lot with a housing project. Delta Manor, in front and on the left. On the right and behind
the church arc single family residents of medium price ($40,000 - $75,000) range in value.
In the immediate East Augusta community arc four housing projects, Delta Manor,
River Glen, Oak Village and Underwood Homes. However, the community is made up of
eleven subdivisions. The Eastview Community has the same problems as any other
community and needs healing. The main objective of the Good Hope Baptist Church
today is to promote that healing. After placing the community and church in context we
feel it essential to give a brief history of the Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church.
A Brief History of the Good Hope Baptist Church
The Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church was organized the first Sunday in
October 1905, at the home of Bro. James and Sis. Harriet Warren. The following ministers
were present: Rev. J. L. White, Rev. R. J. Johnson, Rev. Henry Morgan, Rev. S. R.
Wallace and Rev. J. L. McCoy. Also present were about 40 members who had obtained
29
letters of dismissal from the Central Baptist Church with the intent of organizing a
Church.
The newly organized Church was named Good Hope Baptist Church by Sis. Harriet
Warren. The first deacons were James Warren, James Collins, R. B. Turner and Neal
Hayward. James Warren served as the first treasurer.
In 1906 a lot was purchased and the church constructed. The dedication of the
church was the first Sunday in September 1906.
The following ministers have served as pastors: Rev. O. Miller (1906 - 1907); Rev.
S. H. Hawkins (1907 - 1908); Rev. C. Barnes (1908 - 1909); Rev. J. C. Dean, (1910 -
1911); Rev. E. R. McKissick (1911 - 1913); Rev. W. J. Jennings (1914 - 1916); Rev. W.
C. Ficklin, (1916 - 1918); Rev. S. A. Jennings (1918 - 1958).
During the tenure of Rev. S. A. Jennings many auxiliaries were organized, such as
the Missionary Society, the Senior Choir, the Willing Workers Club, Trustee and Usher
Boards. Many gifts were donated to the church by various auxiliaries and individual
members. A heating system was installed in the church. A Junior Choir was also
organized.
During the period 1958 until 1960 the Church was without an official leader due to
the failing health and subsequent death of Rev. Jennings. In 1960 the church called Rev.
T. C. Cook as their pastor. During his tenure the church made much progress. The church
was remodeled, new pews were purchased, a drinking fountain and carpeting were
installed, and the T.C. Cook Choir was organized and named in his honor. A sound
system, vacuum cleaner, and organ were donated by various auxiliaries and members of
the church. Also, during Rev. Cook’s tenure preachers were licensed, deacons and trustees
were made and a central air conditioning system was installed. In 1975 the interior of the
entire church was renovated. His pastorate and dedicated service continued until his
health failed in 1980 forcing him to resign.
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During lhat same year, 1980, the present pastor of the Good Hope Missionary
Baptist Church was called, The Reverend J. R. Hatncy. Under his pastorate the following
accomplishments have been made: established administrative and financial offices;
appointed deacons and trustees; began using the church house for church activities;
purchased air conditioning units and file cabinets for the use of the church; individual
members, auxiliaries, and boards purchased new pews for the church; chairs for the choir,
a piano and organ, and a new pastor’s study was established in the fellowship hall.
Other accomplishments include: expansion of the General Missionary Society to
include the 26-46 Circle and the various youth circles; organization of a Youth
Department, a Male Choir, Bible study, prayer service; and designation of the second
Sunday as Youth Day and the fourth Sunday as Family Day.
In an effort to lead the church into the area of ministry that the Lord laid upon his
heart, a bus ministry was established. The church was incorporated in November 1982.
Due to rapid growth and expansion, the idea to either renovate or relocate the church was
presented. In view of the high cost of purchasing the land and houses around the church
we were led to seek land in other areas. A parcel of land located on East Cedar Street was
presented to the church for approval and was subsequently purchased in April 1983, a total
of four acres.
Plans were presented and developed and the church was built in 1988. On January
1, 1989 Dedicatorial Services were held at 710 East Cedar Street which is the present
location.
Since 1989, all auxiliaries have been changed from circles and boards to ministries;
and the Sanctuary Choir was organized. A youth minister, a full-time church secretary,
and a church maintenance engineer were added to the staff. Youth Prayer, Testimony
Service and Bible study were organized. Under the auspices of the Youth Ministry, the
Young Adult’s Ministry was organized and the Youth Student Study Night Tutorial
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Ministry was established. On October 6, 1991 due to the growth of the church and the
blessings of our Almighty God, the Good Hope Church Family added an 8:00 a. m.
Worship Hour.
During the tenure of the past twelve years, an average of at least 100 persons have
been added to the church with the bulk of them coming in the last three years due to
heavy emphasis being placed on evangelism by the pastor and evangelistic ministry. The
pastor is continuing to lead the church into evangelism and outreach, and because of these
efforts the Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church has made a noticeable difference in the
East Augusta Community.
The Good Hope Baptist Church was started by a few (35) members from Central
Baptist Church. They requested their letters with the purpose of starting a church. They
called a pastor, Rev. O. Miller, and started operating as a church in 1905.
All of the details are not available but the church continues to function with some
growth. As was briefly stated earlier I found the church basically at a standstill. They had
been without a pastor for nearly a year. There was strife among the members that had
nothing to do with ministry. I found two tithers throughout the church community. The
membership had been trained to pay dues instead of tithes. It was voted to end prayer
meeting and sure enough upon my arrival I found no activity other than choir rehearsal
and that was, for the most part, held on Saturday.
There was one deacon who thought the deacons and the pastor were jointly the
overseers of the church. I could see from this experience that our work was cut out for us.
My first impression was to give this church and His people back to the Lord. Then
it came to me as 1 was pondering this idea in my mind, "Fool, you asked the Lord for this
church when you preached there for the first time." 1 asked the Lord to give this church
to me and he did, so I needed to be grateful instead of ungrateful.
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We began, at this point, to make a complete evaluation of the various departments
of the church. I met with all of the men, women, and children to get some ideas from
them as to what direction they wanted their church to develop for the future. And to my
surprise, they were eager to participate in the structuring of their church -- one that
would be active in the community doing the work of the Lord.
Some of what they wanted seemed as if it came from me because much of what I
was hoping to do they suggested. All I could say, "what a blessing to be among people who
at least wanted to practice ministry."
The members wanted to re-activate prayer meeting, they wanted to initiate a bus
ministry, they were interested in youth ministry, they wanted a better means of financing
the church other than begging, and many other ideas, but the ones mentioned here were
the ones with which we started.
Now the preparation process began. Workshops and seminars were held on various
aspects of ministry with our first priority being to reach inside the church family to
discover who we had and what they were interested in doing. Supposedly there were 225
members but we could only find 60. Sunday school attendance averaged about 10-20 per
week. However, these numbers soon changed after wc began to place special emphasis on
studying and being trained to do the work of the Lord. After thoroughly assessing the
situation we were faced with the Lord laid it upon our hearts to start a neighborhood
canvassing ministry and that wc did. And 1 believe that it was at that point that the idea
of evangelization of the community started; thus, the idea to develop a people who were
willing to win souls to Christ had its birth.
We purchased a bus and started going out witnessing every Saturday morning and
the growth of the Sunday school and the church as a whole began. The church at this
point could only hold 180-200 people including the choir stand.
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A short time later, each Sunday morning attendance was so great until we would
have to turn people away for lack of space. Seeing this growth prompted us to start
developing plans for remodeling or re-locating the church. We agreed to re-locate after
finding that the expense of purchasing property around the church at its present location
was unthinkable. For instance, we would have spent $150,000 purchasing property that
would have only given us 3/4 of an acre. During the next few years we continued to
secure funds and purchase land for re-locating. The property on East Cedar Street (the
present location) was purchased in 1983 and we started building in early 1988. The church
was completed in late 1988 with a scaling capacity of 775 and was dedicated for worship
and ministry the first Sunday in January 1989.
Even though a few of our members were reluctant to move into the projects they
easily made the transition after being exposed to the cry of the people for help. We were
welcomed with great anticipation by the community of East Augusta. We began our work
with an evaluation of East Augusta. Before wc relocated we took a poll to see if the idea
of "church in the community" would be welcomed and it was.
In the Spring of 1989 the East Augusta Association, in which wc hold
membership, had a picnic on the property of the church to welcome us to the community.
It was a great time to get acquainted. More than 200 people, both from the church and
community, attended. This would be the beginning of a lasting marriage between the
church and the East Augusta Community. Our task now was to identify problems, needs,
and issues facing East Augusta.
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Identifying and Analyzing Problems. Needs, and Issues
Facing East Augusta and the Church’s Role in the Struggle
Our first approach to the situation was to meet with the board of directors of the
East Augusta Association. They were very helpful. It was pointed out that the community
was plagued with drugs, prostitutes, pimps, and other numerous crimes. We were
informed by the Association that they had already instituted a neighborhood watch patrol.
This patrol provided the neighborhood with extra eyes for more protection from acts of
deviances that could become potential hazards to the community.
The next step was to plan what we, the Good Hope Church family, wanted to and
could do to help relieve the communities, both church and East Augusta, of the problems
that were causing havoc to the total community. How do we approach a situation that had
a community held hostage in their residences? Thus we decided to develop a ministry that
could jointly, with the assistance of the East Augusta Community, abate if not mitigate the
suffering caused by these various ills. In developing a ministry to reach the unreached in
East Augusta we soon ascertained that the needs of this community was similar to the
communuity that we left. There were people of all ages who needed to be delivered.
Therefore, our task would be to develop a holistic ministry. A ministry that would meet
the needs of the masses regardless of age or being, economic standing or their practice of
religion in the community. Through an empirical study of our setting we have placed in
context the East Augusta community as it was before we (the Good Hope Baptist Church)
relocated there in 1988. We have also placed in context the Good Hope Baptist Church
before we relocated. We placed the Good Hope Church and East Augusta community in
context for ministry.
We will show from a practical perspective a model of ministry in evangelism, the
preparation and learning process of Good Hope for evangelism to include seven successful
methods used to reach the unreached in East Augusta. These seven methods are the door-
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lo-door, friendship approach, satellite church school approach, week-by-week follow-up,
massive follow-up on visitors’ cards, personal invitation and community involvement. We
will also present our method of discipling new members at Good Hope and preparing them
for ministry. Then we will show the results of a successful ministry in evangelism being
practiced at Good Hope today as we reach the unrcachcd in East Augusta. This brings us




THE PRACTICE OF EVANGELISM AT GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
In an effort to solidify the readiness of the author of this project I thought it
would be helpful to give the readers a brief overview of my ministry calling and model.
My Calling and Model for Ministry in Evangelism
In the early 1970s God started leading me toward the gospel ministry, but I feared
the thought of ever becoming a preacher. This fear was perpetuated by my witnessing the
treatment other ministers received from "so called Christians", and I wanted no part of that
struggle. But God knew best! In 1979 there was no doubt in my mind and I came to the
realization that God was calling me into the ministry. In fact, I could no longer resist that
calling.
In November 1979, I spoke with my pastor, the Reverend J. S. Wright, pastor of
the Macedonia Baptist Church, and shared my feelings with him about my calling. He
assured me that he knew long before I came to him that God was calling me into the
ministry, but he was waiting for me to profess my feelings about my calling to him. I
preached my trial sermon and was licensed on January 20, 1980 and ordained in August of
the same year. Truly, 1980 was a very good year for me because in December I was called
to pastor the Good Hope Baptist Church in Augusta, Georgia where I am currently
serving.
My first model of ministry was one of woundedness, so 1 could only be a
woundcd-hcalcr. Being wounded early in life by relatives, friends and employers has
forced me to accept as my first model in ministry, wounded-healer. I could easily show
compassion to those who were wounded, but 1 never wanted them to lean so heavily on me
that they failed to grow. A wounded person can always identify with those that are
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wounded. Our Lord was wounded, "But He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His
stripes we are healed" (Isa. 53:5). 1 never truly liked that image and I set out to change it.
Being wounded has caused me much pain and in some instances I have felt helpless
to help others. That’s one of the primary reasons I dislike the model of wounded-healcr
and am striving day by day to develop into a servant-leader model. However, my aim was
then and is now to please God, so I am seeking guidance of God in making the change an
effective one, thereby making my ministry more comfortable and interesting where all
might be better served.
After serving the Good Hope family for a few years I was inspired to go back to
school. I re-entered Paine College in 1984 and graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Philosophy/Religion. I wanted to give more to the people I was serving, so I
decided to enter graduate school at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta,
Georgia. I enrolled there in August 1987 and graduated in May 1990 with a Master of
Divinity degree. Inspired again by the overwhelming response from the Good Hope
Church family, and seeing how they have bcncfillcd from my education, I have decided to
go even further. I am currently seeking the Doctor of Ministry degree from the
Interdenominational Theological Center (l.T.C.) and the Atlanta Theological Association
(A.T.A.), hoping to complete my work in 1993. Today, I am a pastor/teacher, husband,
father, councilman, student and most of all, a child of God.
The two people who have influenced me the most are Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
one of America’s greatest civil rights leaders and a servant-leader of God; and my pastor,
Reverend J. S. Wright, who has been there for me as a leader, brother and mentor, and is
also a servant-leader and a great man of God. Dr. King, in my opinion, was one of the
twentieth century’s most effective leaders. He was able to mobilize millions of people,
both black and white, into action against the evils of our society. These evils were
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discrimination and social injustice brought against blacks and other minorities by a racist
society. Dr. King could move large erowds into action with powerful speeches. I saw him
as a servant-leader because he was always ready to put his life on the line for justice and
equality for all people. And this is the model of ministry I hope to practice in the East
Augusta Community.
I feel comfortable in stating that my model of ministry is servant-leader because
I try daily to be what God would have me to be. He has called me to be a servant in the
field of ministry, which is my inspiration, my desire and my hope.
The servant-leader model gives assurance and hope to the Lord’s people being
served and to the Lord’s servant; and that a.ssurance is a blessing to all of humankind that
believe. 1 serve becau.se 1 am happy when 1 am doing ministry. 1 lead because God has
appointed, anointed and sent me to do so. 1 pray daily that I will honor Him by doing His
will.
The servant-leader model fits because I genuinely love working with people. A
servant should never feel that he or she is above the people but among them. However,
this could also apply to a wounded-hcaler. But feeling wounded has interfered in my
ministry many times, causing me to be less effective. Therefore, 1 can only see this image,
wounded-hcaler, as a weakness and not a strength.
Being a servant-leader has always appealed to me even before I fully understood
its meaning. I grew up watching preachers work untiringly on the farm all day. In spite
of this, they would still be available to render service to those they were called upon to
minister to at a moment’s notice. I used to wonder about their energy level as they went
from day to day. They were doing ministry and farming in order to feed their families.
Just watching them used to really excite me and I never knew why until I accepted the call
to the ministry; now I know.
A servant-leader often is misused, misunderstood, and abused, but I am grateful to
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God for leading me in this way. The image servant-leader, in my opinion, fits the Master
of servants, Jesus Christ. He once said, "Whoever wants to be great must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must be the slave of all - like the Son of Man; He did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give up His life as a ransom for many" (Matthew
20:26-28 NEB).
Donald F. Messer points out four very important points about the dangers of the
servant-leader paradigm: "stressing one (servant-leader) at the exclusion of the other;
ministers settling for too little power, even though power in itself is a neutral term; a
mixture of signals in a style of leadership the church wants; and becoming too comfortable
with status quo."^ Being aware of these pitfalls that the servant-leader image brings with
it, I am still convinced that as long as 1 am led by the Spirit of God to do ministry in this
fashion I can remain properly focused and continue to be what I am sure God wants me to
be, a servant-leader. I must admit that there are times when I feel like a wounded-healer
because of my personal struggles with family and friends who either do not understand or
care about my ministry. But I try not to let this get in the way of serving others in need. I
also feel like a wounded-servant especially after an ordeal with a contrary member or a
friend but I try to keep focused and remember that 1 am carrying on the work of Jesus
Christ.
I have always had an appreciation for servant type work because I love helping
people. That is why I have been in the insurance business for twenty-five years. Service
oriented work allows a person to do a lot of good for a lot of people. In view of this fact,
the root meaning of the word ministry is service. Each day I grow stronger in my image as
a servant-leader.
I know there will be times when I might want to practice another paradigm for
ministry, but as Martin L. King, Jr. said, "I am just a drum major for the Lord"; after all
He calls the shots. We must remember that the ministry we arc doing belongs to God and
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He has promised to be with us in ministry even unto the end of all ages.
The servant-leader model fits my ministry at Good Hope because I have been
commissioned by Jesus Christ to be a servant to His people and to lead them into doing
ministry in a glorious way. I pray daily that my ministry will not be an embarrassment to
God nor to His people. Therefore, I am determined not to let things or people hinder the
ministry I have been assigned to do.
I am grateful to God that I have grown enough in my ministry to recognize my
strengths and my weaknesses. My strong points are: teaching, organizing, leading,
directing, preaching and administrative abilities. These are areas of ministry where I am
most efficient. The area I enjoy the most is teaching. When I am teaching I am at my
best; I am relaxed and pleasant. My members also see teaching as one of my strong points.
I do have a few weaknesses on which I must continue to work. Accepting women
and homosexual preachers is most difficult for me and I am not sure whether I ever will.
However, I cannot allow these weaknesses, prejudices or unbeliefs to get in the way of
what God wants me to do in ministry. Counseling was another of my weaknesses, but I
have been strengthened through four units of Clinical Pastoral Education training.
Therefore, the Lord is helping me to develop a great ministry, one which I pray the people
I serve and the God that leads me will continue to be pleased with. These are the reasons I
feel that I am ready to continue leading our church community to excel in the practice of
Christian evangelism. We will now turn our attention to the preparation for evangelism.
The Preparation of Good Hone for Evangelism - Learning the Process
The foundation for ministry is prayer. Learning to talk to God is the most
important discipline in the Christian faith. So it is with this in mind we started to prepare
our people for the ministry of evangelism. Many Christians only pray when there is a
crisis. Therefore, our people were taught that prayer was the great enabler to strengthen
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the Lord’s people and to prepare them for ministry.
Our first approach was to call a leadership meeting (deacons, trustees, and the
heads of the various ministries) for the sole purpose of training and inspiration. We met
each week for an hour for six weeks to train them to pray the various types of prayers
commonly used in the Christian faith (an example of each can be found in the
appendixes).
We attempted to further strengthen our prayer efforts by organizing into prayer
groups. The first group was the deacons. The second group included the other ministries
in the church. They were named cottage prayer group (this group was to go into the
homes of sick and shut-in), and the larger group was a prayer and testimony group that
met at the church each Wednesday evening before Bible study.
One cannot be a success in ministry without having a workable knowledge of the
word of God. I am fully aware that Christians both old and new who are not familiar with
God’s word will not have the message necessary for soul winning. It is said by some that
the method one uses is void without the proper message.
Another discipline in which some Christian workers are weak is fellowship. This
discipline gives strength, not only to individuals but to groups also. When we fellowship
one with the other we also fellowship with God. Some seem not to understand what it
means to just be there for others. It gives them added strength and also strengthens the
individual in which they are in fellowship.
When attempting to prepare a people for a ministry such as evangelism one must be
willing to share the dream. The best group to begin this process of sharing the dream are
the deacons and other leaders of the church because they are the spiritual motivators in the
church. Sharing the dream with them will give added strength and support to the
developing of the idea that is to be carried out by others. Because the deacons and other
ministry leaders arc in a position to help train other workers and to put it more bluntly.
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they are forced into a position of trust which is necessary for the ministry to gain
momentum. After all, success is what we all desire for our efforts in ministry.
I think, in his book Service Evangelism. Richard Stoll Armstrong says it best,
before we begin training people to be ambassadors for Christ we
should make sure that there is an adequate support system to
undergird the calling program and to follow through in whatever
ways are needed. We must be prepared for an instant increase in
our own pastoral load, as the ambassadors refer people to us for
counseling of all kinds. More and more pastoral time will have to
be given to the unchurched in our community. For that reason it is
imperative that the deacons, elders (if there are any), and other
members of the church be alerted and equipped to participate with
us in that ministry.^
In any outreach ministry the risk of growth must be anticipated. The more trained
and inspired workers you can enroll the better for all concerned. Reaching out to others,
especially the unchurched, will cause the local church to grow. When this growth begins
to happen another challenge surfaces, and that challenge is growing pains. When the
church begins to grow some of the older members (years of membership and not age of the
person) will feel the pain because they fear they could lose "their" job or position, or both,
to an unknown. I have had members say to me, "Reverend, I wish our church was like it
used to be. I used to know most everybody." My response was, "God has commanded us
to grow this church and that is our only desire, to do his work." Therefore, growing at a
rapid pace can cause some problems, many of which arc blessings. The sharing of my
dream for ministry in evangelism was necessary to ensure the cooperation from those
members capable of making things happen.
Mission Statement
The Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church is a voluntary fellowship of covenant
people following the commission of Jesus Christ. We believe our first priority, as a
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church, is to follow Christ and His teachings. We further believe we are to win souls for
Christ. Our method for winning souls is Christian witnessing.
We are an evangelistic congregation, Christ centered, people oriented, Bible
believing and Holy Spirit led. We are a caring and sharing people believing that there is
one Lord, one Baptism, and one Faith for all who love the Lord. We are hoping to become
a people that love the Lord and each other enough to let the needs of others come before
our own. We are striving to be what the Lord would have us to be; a people loving each
other and lifting the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
In every process there is a right approach and a wrong one. As a young boy I can
remember being told "a confession is good for the soul." It is difficult to teach non-
committed folk to do the work of the church (Christian evangelism). Therefore, in order
to teach a process one must be willing to take the risk of being misunderstood, especially,
by those who want to find reasons not to do ministry. The process is that inspired method
of the way we at Good Hope practice the ministry of evangelism. After we had
established the various prayer tools and the leaders were in place the thought to develop a
workable process emerged.
Our first thoughts were to train for and practice evangelism in the same setting.
We developed a workshop dealing with the historical, biblical, and practical perspectives
of evangelism. The presenters were: The Historical, Dr. Jonathan Jackson, Professor of
Christian Education at the Interdenominational Theological Center (I.T.C.), Atlanta,
Georgia; The Biblical, Johnny R. Hatney, Pastor of the Good Hope Baptist Church; and
The Practical, Dr. Sam Davis, Pastor of the Beulah Grove Baptist Church in Augusta,
Georgia. The workshop convened at the church in November 1991. Dr. Jackson was the
first presenter on Friday at 7:00 p.m. His views on evangelism historically served as a
foundation for the entire workshop. The Saturday morning session started at 8:30 a.m.
with the biblical perspective by J. R. Hatney. After a break Dr. Sam Davis presented the
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practical perspective. The workshop culminated with a door-to-door campaign. After all
teams were finished we reconvened at the church to hear the reports of the select teams.
One team brought a convert back to the church with them. The convert testified that he
was so grateful that he had accepted Jesus Christ in his life. This was a new beginning for
our witnessing (evangelizing) ministry.
A week later we met on Saturday morning to organize into teams. There were
enough workers to develop three teams. One would be sent to Underwood Homes, one to
Delta Manor, and the other was sent to M. M. Scott Towers (for the elderly). These teams
were instructed to carry with them a Bible and a note pad. They were to record where
they went, to whom they talked, how many were in a residence and if they were actively
involved in a local church.
The local church was specified because there are scores of persons in the Augusta
and East Augusta community living in Augusta and still holding memberships as far as
sixty miles away. Our desire is to have them churched locally where they can be served
and where they can serve others.
The first few weeks were filled with new experiences. Each week we would begin
with scripture, prayer, and testimonies. Some of our team members began to make excuses
why they were not reaching the unchurched. They were asked if they were Jehovah’s
Witnesses. After they assured those persons asking that they were not attempting to trick
them they usually let them in. However, many were putting the Jesus question to them too
quickly. The very next Saturday we stayed at the church to do some role playing to see
what had gone wrong. It was ascertained that our members were trying to lead persons to
Christ without making friends with those with whom they came in contact who were
unchurched.
Our teams began to decrease in size. We began to have different persons each
week. Then came the big question, what are we doing wrong? The answer came as
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quickly. Our people were not ready within themselves to go witnessing. One team
member complained that she needed witnessing to because she was having some problems
herself. My response to her was that most of us have problems but the idea of
evangelizing others came out of much pain. I reminded her that it was through pain and
suffering that Christ died for us.
For the next few weeks we held a clinic on approaches to getting in houses to see
people. Many of them, our team members, were not communicating with the persons they
were meeting and certainly were not making friends. It has been my experience that
people will tell their friends their problems and needs, but rarely will they open up to a
stranger. Some team members were being drawn into arguments because of the approaches
they were taking.
The clinic was developed to demonstrate the art of getting in and being received
by the persons being approached. We demonstrated methods of effective communications
that included talking, listening, and being with people. First, you knock on the door or
ring the door bell, not both. Then you wait for a response. If no one responds within
thirty seconds, knock again. After you have knocked twice and no one comes to the door
it is wise to presuppose that no one was home. Leave a communications tract which
should bear your church’s name and a means of contact. Record the address and leave.
Seven Methods of Reaching the Unreached in East Augusta
The work the Christian church mandated by Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20) is to
reach the unreached, to baptize them and to teach them as commanded by Jesus.
However, the task of inspiring the churched to be intentional in their efforts to reach the
unreached has proven to be the great obstacle that needs to be overcome. Therefore, it is
essential to present approaches that will inspire the church to go forth with a high level of
enthusiasm in their approach to reach the unchurched.
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The question could be raised as to who the unchurched are. Henry Curtis
McDaniel Jr., probably says it best,
"by "unchurched," I mean people who have no church affiliation
despite the fact that they may claim to have had a religious
experience with God in their life. The term "unchurched" means a
lack of church membership rather than a lack of relationship with
God. Because they have no preferable place to go on Sunday
morning, they should pose as a visible target for church outreach
and evangelism.^
To be more specific there are families and individuals living in August who will only go to
church on an annual day. These too are unchurched because they lack the main thing that
the church should offer and that is fellowship. People need each other.
There are folk in the East Augusta Community still visiting churches one Sunday a
month. In this day and age it would seem almost impossible to grow spiritually in a
situation as this. It has been our experience that these persons feel they do not need the
local church when things are going well. But when things go wrong the first call most of
them make is to some church. This is one reason I feel that these persons are unchurched
because when you ask them if they have contacted their church the answer is almost
always "no, because they don’t know me." How can the Good Hope Family reach such a
huge number of unchurched? We started with a simple plan of door-to-door campaign,
friendship approach, two satellite church schools (in Underwood Homes and M.M. Scott
Towers), week to week follow up, a massive follow-up on visitors’ cards, personal
invitations, and community involvement coupled with much prayer and caring. These
factors working together have caused tremendous growth in our membership both in spirit
and in numbers.
Door-to-Door Approach
This was the first approach we took. Some of our members were afraid to knock
on doors so I went along for awhile to demonstrate how it could work. I learned this
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technique while being trained for the insurance business in 1971. This approach requires
boldness and spiritual strength. Some of our members resisted this method because they
saw it as a means of intrusion. But for the most part they continued until they were able
to master it. Knocking on doors is what the Jehovah Witnesses do best. I applaud their
method but I disagree with their message.
Another reason for my being persistent with this approach is that it keeps the
evangelistic teams with something to do. Everyday activity strengthens the individual
although, as a whole, we went out on Saturday. Our other activities, such as prayer
meeting, Bible study, and cottage prayer in homes, kept our team with plenty to do.
Door-to-door contact will bring you face to face with the community.
The Friendship Approach
This is one of the most productive methods one can use. A good friend will go to
church with you. The idea of friend bringing friend gives the growth process a well
deserved boost. Jesus went home with friends. He stayed with friends each time he
traveled to Bethany. Mary, Martha and Lazarus were special to Jesus.
Our teams are instructed to make a friend and then lead the friend to Jesus. Most
people, churched or unchurched, are reluctant to invite a stranger into his or her home,
but those you are able to make a friend arc more easily persuaded to listen. When you talk
to someone about a person they don’t know and they don’t know you either your chances
are slim to none in leading them anywhere and definitely not the church.
Some do not have the respect for the church they once had. Maybe the church
folk need to take a good look at their actions and do as the Lord commanded when he said
"let your light so shine that men might see your good work and glorify your father which
is in Heaven" (Matthew 5:16).
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Bringing friends to Christ is a good means by which the children can play a major
role in the outreach ministry of the church. One of the ministries of the church that
practices outreach is the Youth Ministry. More will be said about the various ministries
that emerged because of the success of the church’s evangelistic work in the East Augusta
and surrounding communities.
Satellite Church
We organized three satellite church schools. They grew out of the cry of mothers
who argued that their children did not have shoes. These are people who buy their
children designer clothing. But when it comes to the church they can find "just" cause not
to participate. These schools were developed to assure them that clothing was not a value
excuse. Some would argue that issue but I am convinced that people only need to practice
reaching out to the less fortunate. People need people no matter who they are, what they
do, or where they go.
As the satellite ministry began to take hold we found ourselves in the middle of
what could have been misrepresented as competition between local churches. Because in a
short time after our schools were started others came up with the same idea. Rather than
do something different these folk started having their school in the afternoon of the same
day we were holding ours, we held ours each Saturday. The thing that concerned our
teams the most was why this area and why now. My response to them was, there is still
work to do so we need not get upset and lose our zeal.
The next week we stayed inside and reviewed what we had been doing the last few
months. It was during this session someone suggested that we strengthen our door-to-door
with a more organized effort because other churches, those churches, are not going to
knock on doors. So we intensified our efforts to include week by wee follow up on the
previous week activities.
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Week by Week Follow-Up
Each week following the Saturday morning activity the teams would gather back at
the church. The teams would review and discuss with each other the experiences they had
during visits. Some would be happy, some would be sad, but all would share. When they
were confronted with benevolent situations those needs were met immediately. Some
would need food, some lights, some water, and some medicine but whatever the need was
if the resources were available, they were met.
Week after week our workers were growing stronger in their abilities to win people
to Christ. They were beginning to have fun. I was overwhelmed by the numbers that
were coming to Sunday school and worship. Some were walking hand in hand to church
from every direction and this was a real blessing to the Lord’s people.
Our prayer meeting began to grow and many of those witnessed to on Saturday
morning came Sunday morning and Wednesday evening. You could see the joy on the
faces of the person responsible for inviting the unchurched who were now coming to be a
witness. There were times when our midweek service was so rich that it brought tears to
my eyes. I would sometimes cry after thinking back to the times when we were being
ridiculed for building a church in the ghetto. I would have private sessions with
individuals in an effort to convince them that the Lord had give the vision to build a
church where one was so desperately needed.
Some of my so-called preacher friends even laughed at me and called me a fool.
But I was determined to do what I was certain the Lord had in mind for the Good Hope
Church to do. And that was and is to be a light to a dying community, to offer an array of
hope to a helpless people. Many of the persons on drugs are lost and cannot see their way
out. The Good Hope Church has opened up to them and are offering them benefits that
do not take life, but give life.
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The weekly review also served as another means of training. Being able to critique
each others’ reports provided some additional ideas that otherwise would have been lost. It
has been our experience, even in Sunday school teachers’ meeting, that sharing one’s work
with others can be a growing edge for those who practice ministry. That was one of the
many activities, critiquing, I had to become accustomed to in seminary.
During the weekly review sessions we also learned that whatever difficulties one
might have had, someone else has had it as well. Therefore, sharing with one another has
become our motto. And it was from sharing with one another that we decided that our
church’s motto should remain "A Sharing and A Caring Church." Our other love saying is
"A Little Church With A Big Heart."
Telling stories has always been a part of our heritage. We are a people that loves
hearing stories. I guess that could be one reason we sing so well. Our review sessions
sometimes end up being story telling sessions. And periodically those stories can lead to a
testimony. This is good because if one is to be a witness, he or she should have a message.
One of the things I continue to teach is that the method is nothing without a message. I
imagine that could be the reason Paul penned "study to show thyself approved under God
and workman need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15)."
Studying and training are a part of Christian education which helps strengthen the holistic
ministry of the Good Hope Baptist Church.
Massive Follow-up on Visitors’ Cards.
We have two ministries working this method. The hospitality ministry greets folk
in the foyer each Sunday morning and asks each visitor to sign the visitors’ register. The
ushers, when visitors are recognized, hand them cards. The cards are placed by the
visitors in the offering plate and forwarded to an appointed person who will make the
contact the following week. The cards serve as a means of reviewing what each visitor had
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to say in reference to the worship, attitude of the congregation, and inspiration as a whole.
The visitors are asked to check their area of interest, and to give their age level, their
church affiliation, the number in their family, and who invited them. This is one of our
most fruitful methods of evangelism. We use more than fifteen hundred of these cards
annually. We are always being contacted by visitors who have a desire for more
information about our church and its mission and ministries. However, there are other
methods we use that are just as, if not more, effective. One of those methods is the
personal invitation.
Personal Invitations
If we had to choose our most productive method it would be personal invitation.
There are several groups of people that could fit into this category. For example, family
members, neighbors, friends, newcomers to town, colleagues, and the list could go on.
When an individual invites someone, whether they are churched or unchurehed, if they
come, that person will eventually become a member. One of the things we are constantly
emphasizing to our members is for them to invite at least one person a month. If they
would do this religiously our membership would double every two years. However, in
every work of the Christian church there come new opportunities and challenges. And as
was stated earlier, church growth brings with it many challenges such as, too little space,
not enough trained Christian education workers, not enough trained youth workers, and
not enough money for ministry. The other thing I continue to keep before our members
(workers) is that God has provided before and God will provide again. So I continue to
lead them in doing His work and trusting Him to keep us secure. I am convinced that He
will provide the necessary resources as we grow that we might continue rendering service




This method has proven to increase relations between the church and the East
Augusta Community. We are active members in the community association and are
working very well with its overall plans. We arc in the process of redeveloping,
refurbishing, and providing means of protection for the residents in our community.
Whenever there is a special church program, such as church picnic, musicals, revivals, or
workshops, the community is always invited. Sometimes we make flyers to remind or
inform them of our many activities when we are out witnessing. The people in the
community take pride in the partnership that has been developed between the East
Augusta and Good Hope Communities. Even the children in the neighborhood are
involved in our activities for the youth such as scouts (boy and girl), camping and youth
trips that we have annually for the express purpose of Christian education and recreation.
These trips are designed to teach our children to be in relations with other children and to
interact with their peers in a wholesome way. We are also attempting to demonstrate to
our children both in the church and the surrounding community that there is wholesome
learning, recreation, Christian education, and fellowship provided through the church.
The Discipleship Process of Good Hone Baptist Church
The idea of making disciples comes from the mind of God through his Son Jesus.
Making disciples is somewhat like planting corn seed. The seed growing process begins
with the selecting of a plot of land. It continues with the cultivation of that plot of land.
Then one must plow up the land in order to prepare it for planting. When it is ready the
seed is put in the ground. Then you must wait until the seed decays and comes up before
you can begin to nurture and cultivate growing corn. The growth process is simple, some
plant, some water but God grows or gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6-9).
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One of our growing vantages at Good Hope is that we realize that we alone cannot
grow members. I continue to teach and preach that as long as we give God the glory He so
rightfully deserves growth will come. I keep this before our members because I know the
danger of success is that it can easily be thought to be the total result of or the
accomplishment that could arrive from one’s hard work. This is a misconception rendered
by many whom the Lord has allowed a little success.
It has been our experience that a non-disciple is basically a non-member (pew-
member). In other words, some churches are crowded each Sunday morning with members
but not disciples. Some have confessed but refuse to follow. Making disciples is a process
not a game.
Upon arrival at the Good Hope Church I found some pew members. A committed
member was difficult to find. So we immediately began to develop a plan that would
eventually become what is presently our New Members Orientation Outline (See Appendix
). We were trying to develop a plan that would overcome the revolving door adage, that is
members coming in one door and leaving through the other. This could be seen as one of
the pitfalls of church growth. Members can come so fast until one may not notice that
they are leaving just as fast.
This is how we attempted to overcome that possibility. The first thing we did was
to train our leaders, deacons, trustees and all officers of the various ministries of the
church. We wanted them to be stewards and for this to become a reality they needed to
become disciples. It is my belief that you cannot be a true steward until you are a disciple.
A disciple is one that follows the teaching of another, and in the Christian church that
person is Christ.
Our first approach was to baptize them and take them through orientation. But as
we reviewed the results of our activity from year to year we found that most of the new
members would never complete orientation. There developed a pattern. No orientation,
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no Sunday school, no prayer meeting, no Bible study, no worship, no ministry, no
stewardship, and finally no member. This practice would quickly give life to the
revolving door experience, and we certainly did not want that.
The next thing we did was to change our procedure. We no longer baptized before
the completion of the orientation process (Plan is found in the appendix). We felt that if
we were going to do the work of Christ, make disciples, we had to get serious in our
attempt to develop new members, whether they come by letter, Christian experience or
baptism. All new members must complete orientation before they can become a full
member of Good Hope. A full member has the right to participate in the various
ministries as one’s gifts and talents permit. Only members are eligible to vote in business
meetings, which are held annually. I believe it is our Christian duty and responsibility to
our Lord to make disciples and that is what we at Good Hope try to do.
Since we started our new process our retention has increased at least forty percent.
All of our members are required to register annually. This is done primarily to keep the
membership records current. Therefore, I feel certain that if we are to become the people
God would have us be we must get serious about His business which is making disciples
who will be good stewards. And they will be witnesses for His name sake and will be
eager to lead others into His Kingdom. Those who will become disciples will be tithers
giving the church the financial support needed to develop a holistic ministry, a ministry
that will attempt to meet the needs of those persons in need.
The Results of Effective Evangelism at Good Hope
The congregation that takes seriously its mission and reaches out to the
surrounding communities cannot help but grow. This is the position in which the Good
Hope Church family finds itself. Our people were taught to believe, according to
scripture, that we walk by faith and not by sight. That is to say there was a time (a few
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years ago) that our membership did not trust God enough to attempt to do ministry. Then
the spirit of the Lord (working through His servant) was able to galvanize and invigorate a
passive people into a zealous, Bible believing, Holy Spirit led, people oriented, and Christ-
centered force; a force that has been able to make a difference in the East Augusta
Community.
The Good Hope Baptist Church is a people that is people oriented. They are
taught weekly that people are the only inventory the church has. So, we must show
compassion for people by treating others as we wish to be treated.
Please understand me, I am not in the least bit suggesting that all of our attempts at
ministry have been successful. But I will say that our successes have exceeded our failures
by far. For instance, when we started this project two years ago our Sunday school
averaged 125 weekly and now we average nearly 300 weekly. Two years we averaged 500
in morning worship and now we average over 1000 a week. Two years ago we had only
one Sunday morning worship service. Today we have two; 8:00 a.m. and 10:40 a.m. Two
years ago our average attendance for midweek services was about 30. Today we average
over 75. This number is small and this is one of our areas of concern. However, many of
our people work shift work which has a direct affect on their attendance.
Other areas of growth have been our service ministries. They are as follows:
added to the music ministry were the Sanctuary and Youth mass choirs, to the youth
ministry were added Young Adult Ministry and Teen Ministry. The Ladies Fellowship
(mostly deacons’ wives) was developed to aid the deacons in their preparation for baptism
and communion services. And our most recent ministry ventures are a Recovering
Addicts Ministry and Family and Marriage Enrichment Ministry. These are a few
examples of the need for more space and trained servants. The Good Hope Church family




We began our project with the learning and teaching perspectives. We studied the
norms for evangelism in order to equip ourselves with the necessary tools needed for an
effective ministry in evangelism. The first area of study, research, and preparation for
this project was evangelism from a biblical perspective. We learned that the ministry of
evangelism was mandated by Jesus Christ. He taught twelve men to do evangelistic work
before He assigned the care of this great ministry to their charge. We also learned that the
church was a force through which the renewal of life was to be perpetuated. The
members of the local church will be the remnant, being led by the Holy Spirit, that would
advance the body of Christ. Secondly, we studied the theological perspective of
evangelism. In this study we viewed the theologies of God and Revelation, community
and self, scripture, the nature of God, and the fall and salvation of humankind. We also
learned that God was revealing Godself to humankind for the express purpose of
redeeming humankind unto Godself. We further learned that the salvation of humankind
is an act of God called grace. Humankind will be regenerated and saved by the grace of
Almighty God. The essence of the message of evangelism is "the wages of sin is death but
the Gift of God is eternal life."
Then we studied the setting to make an evaluation of the communities, both church
and East Augusta. This was done to identify the ills of the community and what could be
done jointly by the church and community to improve conditions in the area in which we
serve. This project developed into a joint venture between the Good Hope Church family
and the East Augusta Community that perpetuated renewal and uplift.
Thirdly, this was the practice of ministry in evangelism in East Augusta by the
Good Hope Church family. The various approaches taken gave opportunities for
ministries beyond our expectations. The results are astronomical. Through the
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cooperation of our members, the East Augusta and surrounding communities, our outreach
efforts have crossed city, county, and slate lines. Today we are making plans to add more
space so we can accommodate future growth. We must thank God for guiding us through
this project, and we must also thank our members for their untiring support and hard
work. We have been able to inspire a large portion of our membership, which is divided
into three cell units, to be intentional in the ministry of evangelism. Because of their level
of intensity and concern about this ministry and their compassion for people the East
Augusta Community is now a quiet, safer, cleaner, and more progressive community than
one could have ever thought possible before. We will continue our joint effort, church
and community, to reach the unchurched in East Augusta as long as the need exists.
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SURVEY: Before Implementation of Ministry.
1. How long have you lived in the community?
2. How many live with you?
3. How old are your children (if there are children)?4.Do you know your next door neighbor?5.Where do you work?6.What is your church background?
7. What do you think about having a church in the community?
8. Do you attend church regularly?
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9.Would you consider visiting us at the Good Hope Baptist Church (your neighborhood
church)?10.Would you permit your children to participate in our church youth activities?11.What are some of the activities in which you would like to see our church involved?
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SURVEY: After Two Years of Practicing the Ministry of Evangelism1.Do you feel that the community has been helped by having a church involved in its
activity?2.Has the church been able to meet your spiritual needs?3.Have your children been helped by being involved with our youth ministry?4.Can you say that the church has made a difference in your life?5.If you could help plan the church’s calendar for the coming year what
recommendations would you have?6.Do you feel the church has made an impact in helping to lower the crime rate in the




YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER!!
Scripture: Acts 1:6-9
What is Power?
The ability to act or produce an effect. Possession of control, authority, or influence over
persons or things.
There are many kinds of power referred to in the Bible: Man’s, Satan’s, Military,
Official, Christ’s. The word is used in two senses: The ability to act (Luke 1:35, 5:17),
and the authority to act (Acts 5:4).
Churches today possess everything except power! They possess large memberships,
impressive structures (or buildings) but lack the power to mobilize numbers into spiritual
forces. The church speaks but men do not listen, and if
they happen to listen they still do not heed. The church prays, but Heaven seems silent:
for this reason Christ insisted that the early church go into the upper room and wait until
they received the power of the Holy Ghost.
John the Baptist declared unto his followers that he could baptize them with water
only, but there was one coming after him who would baptize them with fire and the Holy
Ghost.
The Day of Pentecost was a complete success because the church obeyed the "Great
Prohibition: and waited in the upper room for the Holy Ghost to come upon them:
Pentecost - derived from the Greek language, meaning "The Fiftieth Day." It was their
Jewish feast of weeks (Exodus 34:22).
Consider now what this strange, restraining order implies about Christ’s chosen
messengers. Our Lord hand picked these apostles and personally trained them for three
years. By word and by deed he taught them. Their eyes had wept at Calvary. Their
hesitant faith had finally grasped the resurrection. The intimate experiences and all of the
personal knowledge did not prepare them to begin to evangelize. Jesus commanded, "wait
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for power."
Pentecostal power is the power of union. In union there is strength. The church
was in the upper room (120) of them. Pentecostal power is the power to witness for
Christ.
Christianity is a religion that advances by means of testimony; where no one speaks
for it, it dies. True, holy living is good testimony for Christ. Without it talk is mere
hypocrisy. But, we must also realize that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh. When the heart is as full of Jesus as were the hearts of the first disciples, the
tongue reveals the true facts.
How many Christians today are tongue-tied? Pentecostal power is the power of
the Word of God, the power of prayer, the power of consecration, the power of courage,
the power of spiritual concentration, the power to win souls to Jesus Christ. But they are
all summed up in this thought, it is the power of the Holy Ghostlll
First, the disciples assembled, (they obeyed) "And when the day of Pentecost was
fully come, they were all with one accord in one place" (Acts 2:1).
Then the sound from Heaven filled the house. "And suddenly there came a sound
from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting" (Acts 2:2). Fire-like tongues appeared and sat upon each disciple, "and there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them." They
spoke in their native tongue. Who gave this power? It was sent by Jesus, but it came from
God.
The Holy Ghost leads Christians, "For as many as are led by the spirit of God, they
are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14). So on that day the Lord baptized the church with the
Holy Ghost.
Christ was the baptizer. They were the subjects in the baptism simply because He
(God) was ready to baptize His church. Christ was the agent. The Holy Ghost was the
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element. Christ’s assembled disciples (His church) were the subject. He gave abundant
power. He poured out the Holy Spirit. He gave, the church received. That power, that
element, has never been withdrawn. That kind of power belongs to God’s church. Power!
Power! Powerl Power!
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"THEY WERE ALL IN ONE PLACE
Scripture: Acts 2:1-13
"And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come."
(I) The Times. It was the fiftieth day after the passover, and beginning of the
harvest festival.
(II) The Place. It was "a house", the noteworthy fact being that it was not the
temple. Up to this time the temple had monopolized the formal worship of God
(Jehovah). But today a new order begins. The privileges of worship and for all sorts and
conditions of men.
(III) The Subjects of the gathering. Here we find a hundred and twenty feeble
folk, no mighty or noble among them, distinguished from the multitudinous rank and file
of common people only by the fact that God had chosen them to be the nucleus of the
Christian church.
While they were kneeling together they were sure of a blessing. They were
together as witnesses to the outpouring of God’s spirit upon the earth for the first time.
Now the time had come. They were to be the first to receive the Holy Ghost. My
Bible tells me that, "They were all in one place, on one accord."
Here are three thing that preceded the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. These three
thing can cause a revival.
(I) A complete congregation. "They were all in one place", no one was absent (no
absentees). This betokened earnestness, for it was in fact an early Sunday morning prayer
meeting with everyone present. Always before a great blessing there will be a revival
interest in sanctuary services.
The half truth, "1 can worship God as well at home" (which is a lie when the man is
able to come to the sanctuary and docs not), will be heard. Indifference to worship
publicly is a fatal sign. (Your salvation is in trouble.) Why? Things that would never be
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permitted to interfere with business or pleasure are reckoned sufficient to warrant "staying
at home today." You often find eleven o’clock in the morning too early to come to
worship, but I will guarantee you catch the eight o’clock train tomorrow morning (headed
to work).
(II) A congregation of oneness in desire and motive; "With one Accord." No two
motives had drawn them. They come to like that oneness of the spirit (one accord). God
doesn’t bless churches that are always squabbling, always fighting the preacher. There are
men who will be nothing unless they are everything, and will without compunction
sacrifice a whole church’s prosperity upon the wretched little altar of their own
unsanctified ambition.
Instead of all being baptized into one spirit, it looks more as if everyone had been
baptized into a different spirit and every spirit an evil one. But when all difference
becomes drawn in one overwhelming passion of saving souls then let the church lift up her
head, for the day of her revival draweth nigh.
(III) A congregation in the spirit of prayer. They had a ten-day prayer meeting.
The general prayerlessness of the church is simply deplorable.
Here and there hundreds come to prayer meeting. But take the general run of
prayer meetings. It is not an uncommon thing for churches to have to give them up
because so few come (The Lord said two or more, touching and agreeing).
The blessing of pcntccost (a) It came at an appointed time, "when the day of
pentecost was fully come", God has a time for everything. The disciples doubtless
expected the blessing of the Holy Spirit to come sooner, but they waited on God. They
had to learn that there is a sovereignty in revivals. Man has no power to command one.
All he can do is cry and wait on God. It came suddenly, (without warning) and in a
moment. Revivals always come sudden.
God can build His temple in a night, and like Solomon’s no sound or tool could be
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heard. The revival came quickly. It spread far and wide. From the upper room it soon
flew along the streets of Jerusalem like an electric current. It creeps into homes that are
all shut up. It glides into the darkest places of vice. A revived church will be certain to
draw the multitude together.
The Holy Ghost is the tide. The tide is coming in. The church feels its power.
She moves, she rises up and is about her father’s business. They were all in one place, on
one accord. Everybody was of the same Spirit, when the day of pentecost was fully come,
the Holy Ghost came!!!
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"GET YOUR PRIORITIES IN ORDER
Scripture: Matthew 6:33
Introduction:
(I) The Profitable Pursuit
A) Who are we to seek or whom. The answer is simply, God.
B) How arc wc to seek Him--Through faith.
C) Why seek--Because God said so.
1. Though destitute, as we naturally are, of His kingdom and
righteousness, if we seek them in the manner He requires.
2. Beside gaining this Kingdom and righteousness, all other things
shall be unto us. Religion has a friendly influence over secular affairs; other things
occupy too much of your time and attention.






We are day by day pursuing worldly things that will pass away.
(II) The objects we are to pursue, "the Kingdom of God." Well, where do we
start? The scripture says, "Seek Ye first,"
A) Make religion our earliest and primary object of attention.
B) Give it preference
"Seek"
1. In point of preference
2. In point of time
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3. In point of anxiety; but remember the assurance is
connected to the command. We are talking about a positive assurance; the fulfillment
depends upon the faithfulness of God....
1. He argues from the less to the greater, "Is not the life more than meat"
2. He takes us to God’s providential care.
3. If men indulge in disquieting care, what benefit do they derive? None
because disquieting care is as unnecessary as it is unprofitable.
Your Heavenly Father knoweth that Ye have need of these things." But if
that be the case then the question is raised, "how is it that so many good
people are in want?" Have they been seeking God ’first’?
(Ill) What is the Kingdom of God?
A) To have the whole of one’s heart in subjugation to God.
B) To extend the church.
C) To pray for and help on the second advent.
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CALLING ON THE NAME OF GOD"
Scripture: Romans 10:6-13
Introduction
(I) Who can be saved?
When I see the word "whosoever," I know that I am included because such a
word includes all of us... When I think about the word salvation, it should remind me (us),
of its importance, its conditions, and of its universal offer.
We need to know that this is the substance of the Gospel message. We need
to know that it implies that we are not saved by our good looks, by our intellect, by our
work, by our talents, by our opinions, by our theories, by our churches, or by our
ordinances..
We need to understand that we are saved by Jesus Christ. If we are to be
saved we must make application to Jesus for our salvation. We must remember that Jesus
is no respecter of person... that what He has done for others He can do for you.
(II) Who needs to be saved?
It is needed by all. It is intended for all. It is within the reach of all. It
may be secured by all. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
Paul opened this chapter with an expression of heartfelt desire for the
salvation of Israel; but the mass of the nation were acting in direct antagonism to the only
method of salvation. In Paul’s estimation, their rejection of the Divine plan of saving the
nation was a crime. We are committing that same crime today. Paul said to Israel and is
saying to us today that there are no physical difficulties in the way; there are no
intellectual difficulties in the way; there arc not moral difficulties in the way; except our
own voluntary ignorance and unbelief.
God sends nobody to hell, it is self-chosen. That is why the psalmist says,
"Would you despise My bleeding love and choose your way to hell?"
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(Ill) How can one be saved?
All of humankind needs to be saved. All of us want to be saved from the
present of evil. The whole world is guilty before God because ALL have sinned and come
short of God’s glory: We want to be saved from future evil. Living in sin will send the
soul like a plumb-line into the depths of a burning hell. But the word is out. All we need
to do is call on the name of Jesus. There is none other given among men through which
we can be saved. Other than the name of Jesus.
"For whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be saved...."
If you are lost and cannot find your way...call on Jesus.
If your load seems too hard to bear...call on Jesus.
If your way is dark and you can’t find your way out...
When you call on the name of Jesus, you will find your way.
Call on the name of Jesus and get power to carry your load...there are
blessings in calling on the name of Jesus...you can hear joy bells ringing...angels
singing...you can see the prayer wheel turning...call on
Jesus...Jesus...Jesus...Jesus...Jesus...Jesus...Jesus, my way maker, Jesus, the Lily of the
Valley, Jesus, Mary’s baby, Jesus, my rose of Sharon, Jesus, way out of no way. If we call
on the name of Jesus just maybe somebody might be saved...Jesus...Jesus....
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"THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE," IN SINS"
Scripture: Roman 3:22-23 (Romans 3)
"The righteousness of God which is, by the faith of Christ, unto all and upon all
them that believe."
(I) This righteousness is, (a) Divine in its nature, (b) Free in its dispensation,
unto and upon all them that believe, (c) Unlimited in its offer, "there is no difference in
sin."
(II) God’s grace abundant: God’s grace resembles a flood of water, which not only
reaches to believers, but comes upon them like the waves of the sea, to cover all their
unrighteousness and drown all their guilt. Their sins sink into its depths like stones in the
midst of the ocean, to be remembered against them no more forever.
"There is no difference in sins." All of us are involved in the same peril. When the
ship is wrecked what difference does it make that some should be drowned far out at sea,
and others come nearer to land, and there be lost? Or even that one is within arm’s length
of the shore when he sinks forever out of sight? Where does it avail? They are all lost.
This world is a wrecked world, the strongest soul cannot reach the haven of a
perfect state, "of being in his own strength. We are all helpless against the storm of
lightning and wind and waves. "There is no difference, for all have sinned."
(III) The right platform: (a) You must take your right position if you wish to
journey in a right direction. At a great railroad junction the main thing is to get on the
right platform for the station you want to reach. So with all who wish to reach Heaven.
But what is that platform? That of self-condemnation: it is the laying aside of every self-
righteous, seif-excusing plea, and taking the place of a sinner in God’s sight, (b) The
version, "there is no difference," scarcely puts the truth so clearly as the new. There is a
wide difference between one another as to the measure of responsibility and the amount of
guilt.
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Great is the difference between an Englishman and an Arab; between a youth
yielding for the first time to some subtle temptation and the hoary-headed sinner who has
been the means of stumbling to multitudes, (c) But in spite of these differences "there is
no distinction." There is not one who has kept the law: "All have fallen short of the glory
of God."
Well let’s see now, at a match in archery many try their skill and some come nearer
than others; but the only matter of importance is whether anyone actually hits the bull’s
eye. We all have failed because all of us have sinned.
One sin is enough to prove us guilty. How much more are the thousands?
Do not try to lull your conscience to sleep by imagining yourself to be no worse
than others. There we ought to learn the lesson, stoop and take the lowest place, willing to
be saved on the same footing as a criminal. "God be merciful to me a sinner," must be
your only plea. Then you are in the right direction. Keep on that line and you will reach
your journey’s end.
Verse 23, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." "Sin is a fact:"
it is necessary that we have a clear sense of the danger of sin: (1) The gospel is a glorious
remedy for a universal and otherwise incurable disease; and the first step must ever be to
make us sensible of that disease. For one of its most dangerous symptoms is that it makes
men insensible of it.
And, seeing that the remedy is not one which can be simply taken once and for all,
but requires long application. A man must be thoroughly persuaded that he has the disease
before he will take the necessary trouble to be cured of it.
Finally, let us try and see what "all having sinned" means when any of us looks out
upon mankind: of within himself, one thing can hardly fail to strike him. It is the
presence of evil. From the first, man’s history has been a history of going wrong and
doing wrong. From the first, our personal history has been a history of interrupted good
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and interfering bad. Some have said, "don’t tell people about it; forget that there is evil in
yourself: and you and they will become good.
Fools make a mock at sin, in other words, they think it’s funny. But we all know
that God is love; and consequently His love requires love. To love God with all thy heart,
and their fellow beings as themselves, is the essence of that love. To break this love is
sinful; and sin produces only ruin. To charge a person with having sinned is to charge him
with having acted contrary to the purpose for which he was made: with having failed to
love and obey the best and greatest of all beings; with being guilty of the same conduct
with that which cast the angels out of Heaven and man out of paradise!!!
Well some one might ask the question. If God is love why did He send the flood, If
God is love why did He burn Sodom and Gomorrah? The answer would be simply because
they had sinned? Someone might add if God is love why did He send His only Son to die
on the cross?
Because He had taken upon Himself the nature, and the cause of sinners, "there is
no difference in sin! for all have sinned." Well, what do you mean? This expression
signifies: (a) To fall short of rendering to God that glory to which He is entitled. He
requires that all His creatures shall glorify him. He has created them for His glory; and
when they fulfill the purpose for which be created them, then they do glorify Him (God).
Though "the Heaven declares the Glory of God," what then, was the end and
purpose for which man was made? To love, obey, and serve His maker. By opposition to
His will he comes short of the glory of God." Adam, knew only good until he disobeyed
God and then his eyes were opened to all evil!!!
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WITH GOD NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-21, Isaiah 7:14, Luke 1:26-38
The word "espoused" means "empowered" or betrothed. The Jewish law looked
upon engagement, which lasted one year in Galilee, as a formal bond that could be
dissolved only by divorcement (Deuteronomy 22:23-24). Therefore, Joseph is called
Mary’s husband in the 19th verse although the marriage had not been consummated
through physical intimacy. Joseph was a just man meaning "righteous", didn’t want to
make her a public example, tried to leave her secretly. Having learned of her pregnancy,
he was bound to divorce her on grounds of infidelity. Matthew affirms Jesus to be the
divinely anointed Messiah. The Old Testament expectations, the true heir of David’s
throne, the genuine "Son of Abraham."
Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah said, "A virgin shall conceive, and bare a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel" which means God with us and was not meant to be a proper name but
rather a description of the person and work of the Messiah. As Christians we must believe
in the virgin birth as being the work of God through the Holy Spirit. The virgin birth is
essential to faith because only through this miracle can Christ (1) be wholly God and
wholly man simultaneously, (2) be the "new Adam", (3) be sinless and perfectly obedient
to the law of God on behalf of sinners, and (4) be the payment for sins as one who is both
God and man. Isaiah saw the coming of the Lord a long time before it finally happened.
He just
knew he would see it come to pass, but God doesn’t work by a time table, he works in His
own good time and in His own way.
In Luke 1:27-38 Luke says that the angel of the Lord said unto Mary, "Hail, Thou
that are highly favored!" But what is the real beauty of Mary? Is it not that she is in the
foremost rank of those whom the Lord blessed. She is pre-eminently the hearer and
keeper of the Word of God. First, there is the "casting in the mind", the sight is
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marvelous; the salutation is very strange. She is troubled she asked the question, "what
could this be?" Was it from above? Was it a voice of God or a snare of the devil? Finally
the angel gave his answer when he said, "for with God nothing shall be impossible."
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GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
ORIENTATION OUTLINE
MISSION STATEMENT
The Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church is a voluntary fellowship of covenant
people following the commission of Jesus Christ. We believe our first priority, as a
church, is to follow Christ and His teachings. We further believe we are to win souls for
Christ. Our method for winning souls is Christian witnessing.
We are an evangelistic congregation, Christ centered, people oriented, bible
believing and Holy Spirit led. We are a caring and sharing people believing that there is
one Lord, one Baptism, and one Faith for all who love the Lord. We are hoping to become
a people that love the Lord and each other enough to let the needs of others come before
our own. We are striving to be what the Lord would have us to be; a people loving each
other and lifting the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
I. The Bible and Articles of Faith
a. Bible Study - 2nd Timothy 2:15 (Why Study)
1. The Bible is Alive - John 6:63
2. Read for joy in Christ.
3. Study for knowledge of God.
4. Pray for understanding.
5. To hear what God is saying.
II. Fundamentals of Faith




1. The Bible - God’s Holy Word
2. The Creation - How the World came into being
3. The Trinity - God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
4. Sin of Atonement - Christ Died the Death of a Sinner
5. Election - God’s way of choosing His followers
6. Salvation - Through Jesus Christ
7. The Ordinances - Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper
8. Death - Resurrection





1. Prayer is a conversation with God - John 17.
2. Prayer is a means of fellowship with God (1st Thess. 5:17)
3. Prayer is a means of affecting the lives of others (1st Tim. 2:1)
4. Prayer is a means of thanking God and giving Him praise.
5. Utilize a prayer list
Scriptural Keys to Effective Prayer - Jeremiah 33:3, 1st John 1:9, Mark 11:22-24,
Philippians 4:6-7, Jude 1:20, 2nd Chronicle 7:14, John 14:13-14.
IV. How to Speak and Pray in Public
1. Overcoming Fear - Practice
2. Reading Scripture - God Speaks
3. Praying - Talking to God through Christ Jesus
4. Making Talks - Publicly
5. Presiding - Over Official Meetings
6. Serving as an Officer of a Church auxiliary
7. Planning programs of service
8. Making Calls - Rendering a service to our fellowman
9. Winning People to Christ - Witnessing
V. Why People Are Not Christians
1. Sin and the love of evil.
2. The lack of Christian teaching - no sense of sin, no feeling of a need for
salvation.
3. Neglect: knows he should become a Christian, but keeps putting it off.
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4. Timid, wants to become a Christian, but dreads going before a group to
confess his faith and be baptized.
5. Has bad habits and feels that he cannot break them, or does not want to
give them up.
6. The bad example of people who profess to be Christians.
7. Believes he is good enough to be saved without becoming a Christian.
8. Depends on substitutes, such as the large, generous giving and so forth.
9. Does not believe in Heaven or Hell.
10. Does not believe God will require men to give an account of their lives
in a day of judgement.
11. Does not believe in God, in Christ, or in the Bible.
12. Would have to give up his job or companions.
VI. Developing the Right Idea
1. Have a definite purpose backed by a burning desire to fulfill it.
2. Have a definite plan expressed in continuous action.
3. Close your mind to negative influences.
4. Keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ.
5. Get rid of previous patterns.
6. Understand the Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19-20)
7. Ask, what can I do to improve a situation rather than pointing a finger
at another.
VII. Evangelism and Witnessing
a. Evangelism is:
1. From a Greek word meaning, to herald the coming of a King or some other
important person.
2. A saved sinner telling another sinner where to find salvation.
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3. A man born blind declaring, "One thing I know, that, where as I was blind, now
I see".
4. The outreach of the Church by confronting with the gospel of Christ, in an
attempt to lead people to a personal commitment by faith and repentance in Christ
as Savior and Lord.
5. The verbalizing by human lips and the "Fleshing Out" in human lives the
incredible good news of what God has done by his mightiest of all acts in Jesus
Christ. It is the message preached, and parabled.
6. The proclamation of the gospel to the end that the soul and live of the lost
sinner who hears it might be saved, conserved, and made useful.
7. The proclamation of the good news of complete salvation for lost men, wrought
out by the Son of God and offered graciously to them.
8. So presenting Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy spirit that men shall come
to their trust in God through Him, to accept Him as their Savior, and serve Him as
their King in the fellowship of His Church.
b. Witnessing
Testifying to the things you have seen and heard. One may be called to
testify to an event at which he was present. Things may be witnessed; a
heap of stones (Gen. 31:44-50), as a sign that God witnessed, Jacob and
Labon’s covenant.
When we cry, "ABBA! Father!", it is the Spirit of God bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God (Rom. 8:15).
We are to test the spirits, for there are many spirits other than the Spirit of
God seeking to get our attention. When you witness for God you lead
people to Him and are blessed by His Spirit.
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THE CHURCH COVENANT
The Church Covenant is a voluntary agreement by members of a Baptist Church where by
they promise to conduct their lives in such a way as to glorify God and promote the
ongoing of His Church. Every member should study it carefully, refer to it often, and
seek to live by it. It clearly outlines the obligations of Church membership. The form of
covenant in wide use in Baptist Churches is as follows:
I. Salvation and Baptism - (John 1:11-12, Matt. 28:19-20)
II. Duties to the Church
1. To walk together in Christian love (John 13:34-35).
2. To strive for the advancement of the Church and promote its prosperity
and spirituality (Phil. 1:27; 2 Tim 2:15; 2 Cor. 7:1; 2 Peter 3:11).
3. To sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrine (Heb. 10:25;
Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Jude 3).
4. To give it pre-eminence in my life (Matt. 6:33).
5. To contribute cheerfully and regularly (1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:6-7).
6. To carry my membership when I move and be active in Church work
wherever I live (Acts 11:19-21; 18:24-28).
III. Duties in Personal Christian Living
1. To maintain family and secret devotions (1 Thess. 5:17-18; Acts 17:11)
2. To religiously educate the children (2 Tim. 3:15; Deut. 6:4-7).
3. To seek the salvation of the lost (Acts 1:8; Matt. 4:19; Ps. 126:5-6; Prov.
11:30).
4. To walk circumspectly in the world, and to be just in our dealings,
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our departments (Eph. 5:15;
Phil. 2:14-15; 1 Peter 2:11-12).
5. To avoid gossip and excessive anger (Eph. 4:31; 1 Peter 2:21; Col. 3:8;
James 3:1-2).
6. To abstain from sale and use of liquors. (Eph. 5:18; Hab. 2:15).
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7. To be zealous in our efforts for Christ (Titus 2:14).
IV. Duties to Fellow Members
1. To watch over one another in brotherly love (1 Peter 1:22).
2. To pray for one another (James 5:16).
3. To aid each other in sickness and distress (Gal. 6:2; James 2:14-17).
4. To cultivate Christian sympathy and courtesy in speech (1 Peter 3:8).




HAVING been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels,
and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one
body in Christ.
WE ENGAGE THEREFORE, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian
love; to strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to
promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain it worship, ordinances, discipline, and
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the
expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all
nations.
WE ALSO ENGAGE to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our
children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in
the world; to be just in our dealings; faithful in our engagements and exemplary in our
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale
and use of intoxicating drink as a beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the
kingdom of our Savior.
WE FURTHER ENGAGE to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each
other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy
in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for
reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior, to secure it without delay.
WE MOREOVER ENGAGE that when we remove from this place we will as soon as
possible unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant
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and the principles of God’s Word.
And now unto Him, who brought again from the dead, Our Lord Jesus, be Power and
Glory forever. Amen.
B. T. U. PLEDGE
Relying upon Define help, I hereby promise to be true to Christ in all things and at all
times; to seek the New Testament standard of Christian experience and life; attend every
meeting of the Union, unless hindered by good conscience; take some part in the services,
aside from singing, if it is possible to do so with sincerity and truth.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH
The Articles of Faith which should be adopted by Baptist Churches at the time of
organization:
I. THE SCRIPTURES
We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect
treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and
truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which
God will judge us, and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds,
and opinions shall be tried.
II. THE TRUE GOD
We believe the Scriptures teach that there is one, and only one, living and true God, an
infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of
heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor
confidence and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but
harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.III.THE FALL OF MAN
We believe the Scriptures teach that Man was created in holiness, under the law of his
Maker; but by voluntary transgressions fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence
of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by nature
utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and
therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.IV.THE WAY OF SALVATION
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace;
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by the appointment of the Father,
freely took upon him our nature, yet without sin; honored the divine law by his personal
obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins; that having risen from the
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dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in has wonderful person the tenderest
sympathies with divine perfections, he is in every way qualified to be a suitable, a
compassionate, and all-sufficient Savior.
V.JUSTIFICATION
We believe the Scriptures teach that the great Gospel blessing which Christ secures to such
as believe in him is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin, and the
promise of eternal life on principles of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in
consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely through faith
in the Redeemer’s blood; by virtue of which faith his perfect righteousness is freely
imputed to us of God; that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with
God, and secures every other blessing needful for time and eternity.VI.THE FREENESS OF SALVATION
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by cordial, penitent and
obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but
his own determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the Gospel; which rejection
involves him in an aggravated condemnation.
VII.REGENERATION
We believe that the Scriptures teach that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated,
or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy deposition to the mind that it is
effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit in
connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel; and
that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith, and newness of
life. VIII.REPENTANCE AND FAITH
We believe the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and also
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby being
deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness and o the way of salvation by
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Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy;
at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our prophet, priest and king,
and relying on him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior.IX.GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE
We believe the Scriptures teach that election is the eternal purpose of God, according to
which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being perfectly
consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in connection with
the end; that it is a most glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, being infinitely
free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility,
love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages
the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who
truly believe the Gospel; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to
ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence.
X.SANCTIFICATION
We believe the Scriptures teach that Sanctification is the process by which, according to
the will of God, we are made partakers of this holiness; that it is a progressive work; that
it is begun in regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of
the appointed means especially the word of God, self-examination, self-denial,
watchfulness, and prayer. XI.PERSEVERANCE OF SAINTS
We believe the Scriptures teach that such only are real believers as endure to the end; that
their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from
superficial professors; that a special Providence watches over their welfare; and they are
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.XII.THE LAW AND GOSPEL
We believe the Scriptures teach that the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule
of his moral government; that it is holy, just and good; and that the inability which the
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Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts, arise entirely from their love of sin;
to deliver them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned
obedience to the Holy Law, is one great end of the Gospel, and of the Means of Grace
connected with the establishment of the visible Church.XIII.A GOSPEL CHURCH
We believe the Scriptures teach that a visible Church of Christ is a congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel;
observing the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Work; that its only
scriptural officers are Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons whose qualifications, claims and
duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.XIV.BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER
We believe the Scriptures teach that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a
believer, into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth in a solemn
and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, with its effect,
in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of
a church relation; and to the Lord’s Supper, in which the members of the church, by the
sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ;
preceded always by solemn self-examination.
XV. CHRISTIAN SABBATH
We believe the Scriptures teach that the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day, or
Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious proposes, by abstaining from all
secular labor and sinful recreations, by the devout observance of all the means of grace,
both private and public, and by preparation for that rest remaineth for the people of God.
XVI. CIVIL GOVERNMENT
We believe the Scriptures teach that civil government is of divine appointment, for the
interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates are to be prayed for,
conscientiously honored and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will of or Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the Kings of the
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earth.
XVII. RIGHTEOUS AND WICKED
We believe the Scriptures teach that there is a radical and essential difference between the
righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, arc truly righteous in his esteem;
while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in His sight wicked, and under
the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and after death.
XVIII. THE WORLD TO COME
We believe the Scriptures teach that the enc of the world is approaching; that at the last
day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the grave for final
retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place; that the wicked will be adjudged
to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that His judgement will fix
forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness.
BI-LAWS GOVERNING OFFICERS OF GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
I. Duties of the Pastor
The Pastor shall be governed by the Old and New Testament designations as
recorded in: Jeremiah 3:15, Acts 6:1-4, and Acts 20:28-29.
"The very position he occupies as teacher and leader supports authority vested in
him".
II. Duties of the Deacons
Deacons shall be governed by the New Testament recommendations for these
officers as recorded in Acts, Chapter and more specifically shall:
1. Assist the Pastor in administering the temporal affairs of the church, including
relief of the poor, the support of public worship, and the proper provision for the
due administration of the Church ordinances (Baptism and Communion).





(1) Community Sunday School
(2) Witnessing
(3) Bereavement Ministry
(4) Aide to the homeless
(5) Giving Assistance to addicts
2. Act jointly with trustees to take responsibility for the care of Church property
(inside and outside).
3. Make regular visits to the sick, shut-in and needy members, to assist the pastor
in meeting spiritual needs, to provide official information and to assist members in
solving their problems.1.Hiscos, Edward T. The New Directory for Baptist Churches. Chicago, 1976.
III. Duties of Trustees
The Trustee Ministry Shall:
1. Execute legal papers in the name of the Church when a purchase, transfer, or
sale has been ordered by the authority of the Church.
2. Serve as custodian of church papers and titles.
3. Act jointly with other auxiliaries to take responsibility for the upkeep of church
property (inside and outside).
a. Determine the needs for maintenance and repair of Church property and
shall report needs for official Church action.
b. Be empowered to act in emergency situation to correct conditions that
present danger to the welfare and safety of individuals an/or Church
property.
4. Through the Chairman of the Trustee Ministry, shall approve purchases of
Church supplies and equipment (if necessary, any trustee).
5. Hold membership on Church Finance Committee.
6. Arrange for and supervise regular collections of tithes and offerings.
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7. Responsible for assisting in all church functions, to include witnessing.
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ROTATION OF OFFICERS
IV. Rotation of Officers
In an effort to provide opportunity for developing leadership in depth, the
officcrships of the various ministries shall be rotated each term. A term shall
consist of a maximum of two years (no minimum); excluding the church clerk,
secretaries, secretary treasurer, and historian.
An officer may not succeed himself, but must remain out of office for at least one
term prior to assuming the office again. Vice-Chairperson is not automatically
appointed Chairperson.
No person can chair more than one auxiliary at a time.
V. The Church Clerk.
The Church Clerk is an appointed officer who is responsible for keeping a
complete and accurate record of Church business meetings, writing official letters
on behalf of the Church, and maintaining the membership roll in good order. The
member appointed for this position is usually one who is meticulously accurate,
and it is good that he/she be reappointed many times if he/she does his/her work
well, in order to profit fully from his/her accumulated understanding and
experience.
VI. The Church Financial Secretary Treasurer.
The Church Financial Secretary Treasurer is an appointed officer who works
closely with the Trustee Ministry as the custodian of Church funds, receiving the
member’s tithes and contributions and making payments as authorized by the
trustees. It is good business practice for him to be bonded and for his records to be
audited annually. Like the clerk, he is an officer whose accumulated experience is
of particular value, and it is wise to reappoint several times a treasurer whose work
is satisfactory.
VII. Church Administrative Staff.
The secretaries should be able to type reports, bulletins and communications for
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local Churches. Do communications for association local, state and national as
directed by the Pastor or Church Clerk. Secretaries will work closely with the
Pastor, Church Clerk and Historian in keeping the Church records accurate and
up-to-date. Secretaries will also be responsible for typing financial reports as
given to her by the Chairman of Trustee Ministry.
VII. Historian.
The Historian primarily assists the Church Clerk and administrative staff in
keeping all Church records current and up-to-date. She is also responsible for the
caring of and updating of the Church History; for keeping the bulletin board out
front current. Church activities should be sent to local news media to inform the
community of Church activities.
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Bl-LAWS GOVERNING CHOIRS OF THE GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
A. Objectives:1.To glorify God through the ministry of music, to magnify the message of
Salvation in Song, and to serve as a true companion in the ministry of the Word of
God.
B. Qualification for Membership:
1. A prospective member should be a Loyal Church member.
2. He/she must have an interest in the choir and be able to contribute to the choir
by singing,m playing or both.
3. He must be willing to cooperate and work peacefully with the group, accepting
a majority vote.
C. Choir Membership
1. Members must come to Sunday School.
2. Members should be on time for rehearsals.
3. Members missing two (2) consecutive rehearsals should not be permitted to sing
unless he/she checks with the musician or section leader.
4. Members who do not work peacefully with the group will be reported to the
music council for counseling if necessary.
5. Members should be in their places at least five (5) minutes before the worship
services begin. Late Choir members must sit in the congregation (after choir starts
singing).
6. Members who have things to talk about (priority over rehearsals and/or church
services) should politely excuse themselves from the choir stand.
7. No earrings - no exceptions.
8. No unusual haircuts (ducktails, designer names, etc.)
9. Members will not be allowed to leave a choir under adverse situation and join
another.
10. Members who must leave a choir for any permanent reason must also leave the
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Robe, if it was purchased by the Church.
11. Witnessing.
D. Absenteeism:1.Members who are gone one month or more from any choir without contacting
the President must go before the Music Council and state their reason(s) for not
cooperating with the choir rules and regulations if they intend to continue singing
with their choir.2.Excusable absentees will be limited to: work, sickness, vacation and death.
E. Mannerism:
The choir should show a spirit of reverence, interest, alertness, and intelligent
reaction to whatever is going on. Each member should be a model in deportment,
manners and attention.
F. Rehearsals:
1. A full program of work should be planned by the director in advance of the
rehearsal which will consume every minute and accomplish the desired end.
2. Each rehearsal should be conducted in a business-like manner. (A work
number for next week).
3. The choir should be a spiritual force in the church, not to glorify the choir, but
to direct the messages of God to the people through song.
4. The choir should use music within its capabilities.
G. Order of Rehearsals:
1. Opening - Prayer.
2. Warm-up drills.
3. Work on special musical numbers of the coming Sunday.
4. work on numbers for the next Sunday.
5. Work on special programs.
6. Closing - Prayer.
H. Officers and Their Duties:
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1.President: - Executive Officer
Duties.
(a) Serve as executive officer and member of all committees.
(b) Preside at meetings.
(c) Serve as Chairman-Executive Committee.
(d) Appoint committees.
(e) Serve as a member of the Music Council.
(f) Work with the Pastor, Directors, Officers, and Members.
2. Vice President
Duties.
(a) Serves as Chairman of Membership committee which is composed of
the section leader.
(b) Keep an accurate roll of all sections.
(c) Keep in contact with members.
(d) At rehearsals receive brief oral reports form section leader regarding
attendance (reasons).
(e) Help secure new members.
(f) Report on individual members.
3. Recording Secretary
Duties
(a) Keep accurate records of all meetings.
(b) Keep names of all members of the organization up-to-date; and do all
correspondence as ordered by the organization.
4. Financial Secretary
Duties.
(a) Keep an accurate record of all monies raised and paid into the
organization.
100
(b) Keep records of money paid out and what it was spend for.
(c) work closely with the treasurer so that he/she can give an aceurate
financial report at all times even if the treasurer is not present.
5. Treasurer
Duties
(a) Keep all money - Pay outs are to be made when ordered by
organization.
(b) Treasurer must be able to give an accurate report of all money when
ordered by organization. (Church)




(a) Have names, telephone numbers and addresses of all members.
(b) Contact each member of his/her section as to the reason(s) for
absentees.
(c) Keep in touch with members of their section.
7. Musician;
Duties:
1. Serve as a member of the Music Council.
2. Provide music for choirs.
J. Music Council:
1. The Pastor
2. The Officers from choirs (representation from all choirs).
3. Musicians
4. Others, if needed, will be appointed by the Pastor.
5. Dues should not be collected for membership.
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USHERS OF GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
Definition - Ushering is the art of making the members and visitors feel
comfortable and of lending spiritual dignity to the whole church service.
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than dwell in the tents of
wickedness. Psalm 84:10.
1. Ushers should be prompt and on time for all church services.
2. Ushers should be courteous and wear a smile.
3. Ushers should always be alert and quick to act.
4. Ushers should greet the guests with a sober mind, a pleasant and a kind word.
5. Ushers should be properly uniformed for all church meetings.
6. Senior ushers will serve on the 1st and 2nd Sundays.
7. Junior ushers will serve on the 3rd and 4th Sundays.
8. Senior and Junior ushers will alternate 5th Sundays.
9. Any usher missing more than two meetings without an excused absence must go
through proper channels to be reinstated.
10. No new member will be eligible to work until he/she has attended an
instructional meeting which will be held once every two months. All members
must attend, old and new.
11. Any member chewing gum will be reported.
12. No usher will talk unnecessarily during church service.
13. A prayer is sufficient before all meetings. (Pastor’s instructions).
14. Ushers should attend all church fellowships whenever possible; Sunday School,
Prayer Service, Bible Study and BTU.
15. The door should always be attended properly as instructed by the Pastor.
16. No ushers in the aisle during invitation.
17. Must be one usher on every door.
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CHURCH MINISTRY DEVELOPMENTAL OUTLINE
The Pastoral Ministry
1. Preach to believers and unbelievers.
2. Lead the Church to perform its functions.
3. Give leadership to employed leaders.
4. Perform pastoral responsibilities in the Church’s functions.
5. Lead the deacons as they assist in performing pastoral responsibilities (material).
The Sunday School Ministry
1. Teach the Biblical revelation.
2. Lead in reaching all prospects for the Church.
3. Lead all Church members to worship, witness, learn and minister daily.
4. Provide organization and leadership for special projects of the Church.
5. Community Church School (Saturday).
The Training Union Ministry fB.T.U.)1.Teach systematic theology, Christian history, Christian ethics, and Church polity and
organizational structure.
2. Train Church members to worship, witness, learn and minister daily.
3. Give orientation to new Church members.
4. Train leaders for the Church and the denomination.
(a) discover, recruit, and train potential leaders.
(b) Provide for specialized leader training.
5. Provide organization and leadership for special projects of the Church.
6. Provide and interpret information regarding the work of the Church and the
denomination.
7. Community Church School (Saturday).
The Church Music Ministry
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1. Provide music and musicians for the congregational services and the organizations of
the Church.
2. Lead persons to participate in hymn singing.
3. Teach persons to lead, sing and play music.
4. Provide organization and leadership for special projects of the Church.
5. Witnessing.
Church Ministry Developmental Outline (Continued)
The Mission Ministry
1. Teach missions.
2. Lead persons to participate in mission.




1. Train youth leaders.







(d) Boy and Girl Scouts
The Youth need your help and support. If you care, volunteer.
Church Finance Program
1. Tithe and Offering
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(a)The tithe is the basis by which the Church is to be financed (confirmed in the
scriptures). (Example: If one man made $200.00 last week, his contribution would be as
follows: 10% of $200.00 is $20.00 plus and offering of $2.00 for a total of $22.00).(b)The offering is for the sick and/or needy.
2. Pledge: the pledge is fine if it is equal to or exceeds the tithe. (Let’s do the Lord’s
will).
4. Monthly financial report of all income and disbursements of the Church (reported by
the trustees).
5. Annual Audit (to insure that proper records arc being kept for future financial
negotiating).
6. Budgeting





Church Ministry Developmental Outline (Continued")
Bible Teachings about ihc Tithe
Man’s stewardship to God must be acknowledged publicly and this should be done by
setting apart a portion of income for the extension of the Kingdom of God. The teachings
of the scriptures clearly indicate that the tithe (or one-tenth of one’s regular income)
belongs to God.
Suggested Scriptures for Study:
Exodus 23:19 Gen. 14:18-20















Some people mistakenly believe that the practice of tithing was only a Jewish custom, but
this is far from being true.
Tithing started long before the Mosaic Law. In fact, Moses under divine guidance stressed
its religious significance and incorporated it into a law for the Hebrew people. The
Hebrew people were divinely chosen by god to be His instruments for spreading the
knowledge of Him to all people and the knowledge of God includes the law of the Tithe.
Jesus said that He did not come to destroy the law or the prophets, but fulfill (or to give
deeper meaning to all that they said) (Refer: Matt. 5:17). Jesus while condemning the
scribes and the Pharisees, did commend them for their tithing. (Matt. 23:23, Luke 11:42).
The apostle Paul was a good steward. He practiced what he preached. He went far
beyond anything he asked others to do. He gave up everything for Christ and rejoiced in
the privilege (Philippians 1:21). Was Paul a tither? Yes, he was a tither before he became
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a Christian. We know this because he was raised a Jew in a Jewish Sanhedrin of religious
leaders. He lived in good conscience (Acts 23). All of this would tend to show that he was
a tither. It is noteworthy that Paul never said a word against tithing. He evidently looked
at it as the minimum of Christian living.
Paul advocated (1) the adequate support of the local Church and its program. He
advocated supporting the local work as the Jews had cared for their religious workers out
of the tithes brought to the Lord’s house. He believed in being systematic in Christian
giving, (a) "Upon the first day of the week" (Weekly offerings), (b) "Let everyone of
your" (every one to have a part), (c) "Lay by Him in store" (get ready for the offering), (d)
"As God has prospered", (e) "That there be no gathering when I come" (No need for special
contribution when this plan is followed) (I Cor. 16:2).
Tithing is Obedience to God
The tithe is God’s standard for one way of measuring our obedience to Him. The scripture
says, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse". We do not give the tithe unto the Lord.
We pay it unto Him. God owns all things, all Christians included. God’s ownership of all
things and man’s stewardship as a consequence of that ownership are truths that all
Christians must seriously consider. We pay God one-tenth of our earnings because it is
already His.
How are we, though, selfish as we often are, to be inspired to pay the tithe. The
inspiration of the tithe is love. Love must be the motive and inspiration of all acceptable
giving. In fact, loving and giving are twin graces; they go hand in hand. Love never
barters; it always gives and gives. "God so loved....the He gave His only begotten Son."
"Though I give all my goods to feed the poor, and even my body to be burned at the stake,
and have not love, it profit me nothing."
When we tithe, we are entering into God’s plan for financing His Kingdom. It would be
unthinkable to believe that God, who made the Universe, would have no consistent plan
for financing the spread of the story of His love to the end of the earth.
Methods of Church Financing
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I. Special money-raising campaigns.
Men and Women’s days; Pew rallies, free-will offerings, assessments. Pledges....
II. Financing the Church with tithes and offerings. (God’s plan for financing His
Church)
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"A CALL TO SERVICE WORKSHOP"
GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICERS
Who is a Leader?
A Person that leads or guides. A person who has commanding authority or influence.
I. Leadership Traits
There are fourteen to be considered:
(1) Bearing - The act of one who endures or bears; Behavior.
(2) Courage - Boldness; Fearlessness; both Moral and Physical.
(3) Decisive - Conclusive; Prompt; Positive; Determined.
(4) Dependable - Reliable; Trustworthy.
(5) Endurance - Having the ability to hold up without giving way.
(6) Enthusiasm - Having a keen interest or feeling for something.
(7) Initiative - A natural ability to take the lead.
(8) Integrity - Uprightness, virtue; honesty.
(9) Judgement - The mental process by which we are able to see differences and
likenesses, and by which we arc able to weigh values; Good Sense.
(10) Justice - The principle or practice of dealing uprightly with others.
(11) Knowledge - That which has been acquired by study or observation; Learning.
(12) Loyalty - Faithfulness; Showing devotion.
(13) Tact - Natural ability to deal wisely with others.
(14) Unselfishness - Thoughtful of others.
11. Leadership Principles
(1) Know yourself and seek self improvements.
(2) Be proficient in your duties.
(3) Be willing to take responsibility for your action.
(4) Make sound decisions.
(5) Set the example in your organization.
(6) Keep the members of your organization informed on amy new
109
improvements as you get them.
(7) Develop a sense of responsibility in your subordinates.
(8) Insure that the task is understood, supervised, and accomplished.
(9) Teach the members of your organization the importance of team work.
(10) Never Put more on your organization than they can handle.
III. Discussion: Huntley’s Manual for Every Baptist.
(1) Point our and discuss the Duties of all Church Officers.
(2) Discuss - Revised Bi-Laws that include a Financial Secretary and his duties.
IV. Remarks - Group
Remarks - Pastor
Adjournment - Pastor
A SUMMARY OF CREATION
MAN AND CREATION
The opening chapters of Genesis provide us with the view of man which is held
consistently throughout the Bible. There man is seen to be the crown of God’s creation.
He is a being created in the image of God, indicating his authority over creation and his
capacities for creativity and goodness. Int the fall, man expresses his unwillingness to
accept his limitation and attempts to become like God. As a consequence, he thwarts
God’s original purpose for him and becomes a slave to sin. Thenceforth, all his acts are
tainted by his sinfulness. Freedom from this servitude to sin comes only through the
redemption wrought through Christ. As in Adam all die, so in Christ, the true man, all
may be made alive to fulfill the purpose for which God originally created mankind. Co¬
laboring with God’s Holy Spirit, redeemed man seeks to bring his life into conformity with
God’s will and word, perfectly revealed in Christ. Contrary to the oft-expressed notion,
the Bible does not review man as a soul which possess a body. The soul does not exist
independent of the body, but is regarded as the life principle of the body. When
disembodied state. Christians belief in a continuation of life after death is based not on
the greek concept of the immortal soul, but on belief in the resurrection of the body. We
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cannot comprehend the nature of the resurrection body, but we may infer that life after
death involves the whole man in the fullness of personal existence.
REMEMBER
God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air.
CREATION
The Biblical account of creation must be understood as religious and not scientific. Its
purpose is not to sketch in detail every aspect of god’s bringing the universe to its present
state. It is intended primarily to impress upon us the notion that god is prior to and
distinct from his creation, that he is directly responsible for its having come into being,
through the agency of his word, that its continued existence is depended upon him, and
that man has been given the highest position of honor and responsibility in the universe.
GOD AS CREATOR
Isaiah 40:12 said: "Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand.
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the
dust of earth in a measure, and weighted the mountains in
scales, and the hills in a balance?"
Isaiah 40:26 said: Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created
these things, that bringeth out their host by number: He
calleth them all by names by greatness of his might, for that
he is strong in Power; not one faileth."
Isaiah 42:5 said: 'Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and
stretched them out; he that spread forth earth, and that
which cometh out of it.
CREATION IS BY THE WORD
Genesis 1:3
Psalm 33:9
And God said, let there be light; and there was light."







"Let them praise the name of the Lord: for he commanded,
and they were."
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made."
"In the beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth."
"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them."
"Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou has made heaven, the
heavens of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all
things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and




1. What is the Bible?
It is a book containing the revelation of God to man.
2. What Kind of book is the Bible?
It is a Holy Book.
3. Why is it called a Holy book?
It is called a Holy book because it contains the Holy Scriptures.
4. How many General Parts are there into which the Bible is divided?
It is divided into two general parts.
5. What are they.
They are: The Old Testament and the New Testament.
6. What is a Testament?
It is a will.
7. When is a will enforced?
A will is enforced after the death of the testator.
8. How was the Old Testament Enforced?
It was enforced by prayers, tithes, and shadows.
9. Into how many parts is the Bible divided as to matter.
It is divided into five parts as to matter.
10. What are they?
They are: Law, Poetry, History, Prophecy, and Doctrine.
11. How many law books have we in the Old Testament?
There are five law books.
12. How many historical books are in the Bible?
There are twelve historical books in the Bible.
13. How are the prophets divided?
They are divided into two classes.
113
14. What are they?
Major and Minor prophets.
15. How many major prophets have we?
There are four major prophets.
16. Why call them major prophets?
Because they wrote more extensively.
17. How many prophetical books are in the Bible?
There are seventeen.
18. How many men wrote these prophetical books?
Sixteen men wrote the prophetical books.
19. How do you account for the seventeen books?
Because one prophet wrote two; namely, Jeremiah and Lamentation. The prophetic
books of the Bible begins with Isaiah and ends with Malachi. (These are the
prophetic books of the Old Testament).
20. How many poetical books are in the Bible?
There are five. (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Songs of Solomon).
21. How many books are there in the Bible?
There are sixty-six.
22. How many are there in the New Testament?
There are twenty-seven.
23. How many are in the old Testament?
There are thirty-nine.
24. How long was the Bible being written?
It took sixteen centuries.
25. How many men wrote the Bible?
Thirty-six or more men.
26. What kind of men wrote the Bible?
They were Holy and Inspired Men.
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27. What is meant by inspired?
It means to breathe into. II Tim. 3:1, 6:17.
28. What effect had this inspiration upon men?
It lifted them above the possibility of making a human error.
29. Who is the author of the Bible as to composition.
Its author is man.
30. Who is the author of the Bible?
God.
31. What are the Historical Books of the New Testament?
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts
32. What is the prophetical book of the New Testament?
Revelation.
33. How is the New testament divided as to matter?
Into three parts.
34. What are they?
History, Doctrine and Prophecy.
35. How many doctrinal books are in the New Testament?
There are twenty-one doctrinal books. (Romans and Jude)
36. What is the great end of the Bible?
It is salvation.
37. What does the Bible teach us?
It teaches us the will of god, our duty to Him and to our fellowman.
38. What is the matter of which the Bible is composed?
It is composed of the Truth.
39. What principles does Bible reveal to us?
The principles by which we shall be judged.
40. How long shall these principles stand?
To the end of the World.
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41. What kind of standard is the Bible?
All human conduct, creeds, and opinions.
42. By this standard, what ought to be tried?
All human conduct, creeds, and opinions.
43. What is a creed?
A summary of Christian belief.
"JUSTIFICATION"
1. What is justification?
Justification is the act of assuming the righteousness of the one justifier.
2. How many kinds of justification are there?
There are two kinds.
3. What are they?
They are legal and evangelical.
4. What is Legal Justification?
It is justification according to the law.
5. What is Evangelical Justification?
Justification according to the Gospel.
6. What is opposite Justification?
Condemnation is its opposite.
7. Does justification change the heart of man?
No. It changes his state.
8. What does justification do for him?
It declares him free without the imputation of guilt.
9. What does justification include?
It includes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life.
10. Do we merit justification.
No. (John 3:16)
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11. Through or by whom do we obtain Justification?
By the merit of Jesus Christ.
12. What kind of blessing is justification?
It is a gospel blessing. (Acts 13:39).
13. Who are the subjects of justification?
Sinners.
14. How does evangelical justification differ from legal justification.
It is justification by grace.
15. What do we mean by grace?
It is unmerited favor of Christ. (St. John 1:16).
16. Who is the Great Justifier?
God is the Great Justifier.
17. What was man’s previous state?
It was a condemned state.
"BAPTISM"
1. What is Baptism?
Baptism is the immersion of a believer in Christ in water in the mane of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
2. Is Baptism a church ordinance?
Yes it is.
3. How do you know?
Christ commanded it.
4. Is Baptism essential to salvation?
Yes, according to the teaching of the scripture.
5. How many kinds of baptism are there?
One.
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6. How do you account for the other performances?
One Baptism is spoken of in the Scriptures.
7. Who are the subjects of baptism?
Believers in Christ.
8. Should it be Christian baptism if the man did not repent and believe?
No, we are commanded to baptize such as repent and believe.
9. What is the design of baptism?
Baptism shows forth our death, burial and resurrection of the Blessed Christ.
10. What is the figurative expression on baptism?
It is to declare the inward washing away of our sins.
11. Why do we believe that immersion is the only proper method?
Because it is the only method that will demonstrate the death, burial and
resurrection. The Bible says, "We are born of Christ by Baptism".
12. Can any other method show death, burial, or resurrection?
No.
13. Would we baptize an infant?
No.
14. Why not?
He is not capable of repenting and believing.
15. Have we any proof that immersion is the proper method of baptism?
By circumstantial evidence and historical record. John baptized Aenon because
there was much water. Jesus went down in the Jordan to be baptized by John.
Phillip and Eunuch went down into the river.




17. Why then, did they go down into the water?
To be immersed.
18. Is immersion the only scriptural baptism?
Yes.
"THE LORD’S SUPPER"
1. What is the Lord’s Supper?
It is a provision of bread and fruit of the vine.
2. When was it instituted?
The night before the Savior’s death.
3. Where was it instituted?
In an upper room in Jerusalem.
4. Who was with Him when he instituted this supper?
His disciples.
5. Who is to partake of this supper?
The members of the Church.
6. Of what is the supper an emblem?
It is the emblem of His broken body and His shed blood.
7. What does the bread represent?
His broken body.
8. What does the wine represent?
His shed blood.
9. For what purpose should we partake if it?
To commemorate the suffering and death of dying love of christ.
10. What do the members profit by partaking of the Lord’s supper?
It increases their spirituality and also predicts His second coming.
11. What condition should the members be in when they partake of the Lord’s Supper?
In a spiritual condition.
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12. How may they bring about this condition?
By self-examination and prayer. (I Cor. 11:28)
13. Who has the right to partake of this supper?
Only such as have repented, believed, and have been baptized according to the
teaching of the scriptures.
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"REGENERATION"
1. Who are the subjects of Regeneration?
Sinners. (John 3:3)
2. Of what does regeneration consist?
It consists of giving a holy disposition to the mind.
3. How is it affected?
In a manner above our comprehension.
4. What is the nature of regeneration?
It is a spiritual nature.
5. Why do we say it is a spiritual nature?
Because it takes place in the spirit of the subject. (John 3:5)
6. Who is the author of regeneration:
The Holy Spirit.
7. How do you account for this?
The Bible says, "Born of the Spirit''. (John 3:5)
8. What are the instrumentalities used in regeneration?
Repentance, faith, and newness of life.
9. Does regeneration change the physical man?
No.
10. What part of man does it change?
The spiritual man.
11. How is the physical man affected by regeneration?
It changes his life from one of sin and his moral influence exhort over the physical
mind.
12. How does it affect the will?
It changes the will.
13. How does it affect the mind?
It gives holy disposition to the mind.
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
with the Number of Chapters in Each
OLD TESTAMENT
























Song of Solomon 8




















BIOGRAPHY - 4 BOOKS PAULINE EPISTLES - 13 BOOKS
Matthew 28 Romans 16
Mark 16 I Corinthians 16
Luke 24 II Corinthians 13
John 21 Galatians 6
Philippians 4
HISTORY - 1 BOOK Colossians 4
I Thessalonians 5
Acts 28 II Thessalonians 3
I Timothy 6
PROPHECY - 1 BOOK II Timothy 4
Titus 3
Revelation 2 Philemon 1
GENERAL EPISTLES - 8 BOOKS
Hebrews 13 I John 5
James 5 II John 1
I Peter 5 III John 1
II Peter 3 Jude 1
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ORIENTATION TEST
1. Who is the founder of the Christian Church?
is God’s Holy Word.





4. What is God’s way of choosing His followers?5.How did the world come into being?6.How do we receive salvation?
7. What is prayer?
a. Conversation with God.
b. Fellowship with God.
c. A means of affecting the lives of others.
d. A means of thanking and giving God praise.
e. All of the above.
8. Who are the members of the Trinity?9.Why did Christ die the death of a sinner?
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10. Baptism is an
Baptist Church.
11. Baptism and Holy Communion are
12. How many kinds of baptisms are there?
of the
of the Baptist Church.
13. Who should be baptized?
a. Anyone who wants to be.
b. Those who want to go to Heaven.
c. Believers in Christ.
14. Baptist shows forth our ,
and
of the blessed Christ.
15. Should and infant be baptized? .
16. is the only scriptural baptism.
17. The second ordinance of the Baptist Church is .
18. The Lord’s Supper is a provision of and
of vine.
19. Who should partake of the Lord’s Supper?20. represents His body and
represents His shed blood.
21. is the human authority of the Church.
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22.How does God expect us to finance His Church? and
23. Ten percent of one’s gross income is called
24. Christians are salespersons and our product is25.What is a covenant?26.What is the great commission?
27. Who gave it?












31.What are the articles of faith?










33. Who is Jesus? What does He mean in your life?
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